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Dear Friends in Christ, 

It’s rare that we ever ask ourselves what Easter is all 

about.  In fact, the answer to that question is so obvi-

ous that it seems like a ‘no brainer’.  On Good Friday, 

Jesus, the sinless One who carried the sins of the world 

on himself, offered his life as repayment for all sin; re-

payment in full for all sin for all time.  It cost him his life.  

To show the world that all sin had been removed from 

him (the wages of sin is death, and so if death could 

not hold him down, then this was proof positive that he 

had no sin left in him), he rose from the dead on Easter 

day. 

All sin is forgiven.  The resurrection is our proof.  And 

that’s what Easter is all about, right?  Yes, that’s right.  

But, I ask you to indulge me as I ask you the Lutheran 

question (and offer you an answer to that question).  

“What does this mean?”  What does it mean that Jesus 

death and resurrection is proof that all sin is forgiven?  

Is this the proclamation of a life-changing event that 

involves you and Jesus alone; or does this event reach 

beyond your personal relationship with Jesus, extend-

ing out into the world? 

If we are followers of Jesus, we show it by doing as he 

did, forgiving all; forgiving all sin that has been done 

against us.  The worst thing we could do, as followers of 

Jesus, would be to harbor anger against a brother or 

sister in Christ because they sinned against us.  Wheth-

er it is something that we saw that person do to anoth-

er that disappointed us, or an attitude we saw displayed 

by a person that hurt our feelings, or something directly 

impacting us that made us feel that that person had 

gone out of their way to offend us; we need to forgive 

them. 

And here is the hard part: Jesus tells you to go to that 

person and tell them about it; to tell them that they 

sinned against you.  He tells you to go to them and tell 

them face-to-face, because only then can the impact of 

what they have done be known to them.  Only then do 

they have a chance to confront their sin and ask you for 

forgiveness.  And if they acknowledge their sin and ask 

for forgiveness, you have the chance to forgive them; 

and in forgiving them you have gained your brother 

(Matthew 18:15). 

This, too, is what Easter is all about.  Just in case we 

missed the connection, let’s take a look at how Jesus 

imbedded this thinking about forgiveness into his 

teaching.  This teaching of Jesus, about how those with-

in the church are to deal with each other in Christian 

love, is surrounded by parables that emphasize this 

central teaching of forgiveness.  Before this teaching we 

hear Jesus tell the parable of the lost sheep in which the 

shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to find the one who 

has strayed.  Following this teaching we hear Peter ask 

Jesus just how many times he must forgive his brother; 

and Jesus responds by telling the parable of the unfor-

giving servant, the servant whose master forgives him 

more debt than he could repay in a lifetime but then 

that same servant throws his friend into prison for not 

repaying him a trifle.  Forgiveness is at the center of 

Jesus’ teaching. 

Our sinful nature encourages us to hold on to grudges, 

to put the worst construction on everything and to find 

ways to find fault with our neighbors and then to see 

that fault as deliberate sin against us.  But, God wants 

us to put the best construction on everything; to help 

our neighbor (even if that means going to him and tell-

ing him that he has sinned against us).  God wants us to 

forgive and forgive and forgive some more.  After all, 

that’s what he does for you … and you are his follower 

… why wouldn’t he expect the same from you?   

Live in the light of Easter everyday of your life.  After all, 

Easter is all about forgiveness. 

Pastor Huelle 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This month’s letter will be a bit different.  One never 

knows what will rise to the level of importance in this 

column, and, I didn’t know what this letter would look 

like until yesterday.  My apologies to this month’s edi-

tor for pushing the deadline. 

We have a voters meeting coming up on the 23
rd

 of 

this month (April) in which we will be discussing, 

among other things, the annual budget for 2017-18.  

So, a summary of the budget proposal is included be-

low in Excel format. 

Other topics will be a report on the status of the calling 

of a new principle for our school, unless our current call 

has been accepted.  In which case, there will be very 

little to report.  Your prayers will be helpful in this mat-

ter.  

Hopefully we will be able to tell you that the offering 

gathered for the October Reformation 500 celebration 

was successful. 

Current work by the Strategic planning committee has 

been fruitful and periodic review meetings are planned.  

More on that at the meeting. 

Work has begun on developing policies to help protect 

from civil lawsuits arising from our current cultural fo-

cus in the United States.  More at the meeting. 

Returning to the first topic in this letter, the budget. I 

as your congregational president, and we, as the Coun-

cil, Elders, the various board chairs and members as 

well as our school leaders, Principal and Board of Chris-

tian Education have all put their best efforts into ena-

bling Peace Lutheran Church and School to successfully 

show our Lord Jesus Christ to the community and with-

in our church family.  In addition, all of you and others 

who lovingly pray for the church of Christ on earth, and 

who offer your support in informal ways make a valua-

ble contribution to the efficacy of our church.  Attend-

ance of members at Voters Assembly meetings is also a 

good way to support the function and success of our 

church.  When one says it is “my church,,,,” it means 

more than just a place to come on some Sundays and 

not think about again until next week.  We need to think 

about our personal ownership in the church and how 

much participating in the work of the church benefits 

everyone involved.  Therein we prayerfully invite every-

one to attend the upcoming Voters Meeting. 

These words are for encouragement in the Gospel of 

Jesus. 

Thank you in Christ,  

Dennis Splett, 
Pax Domini 

BUDGET SUMMARY 
  

INCOME  

Church $294,000.00 

School $1,186,855.00 

TOTAL INCOME $1,480,855.00 
  

EXPENSES  

School $1,169,392.00 

Elders $137,091.00 

Trustees $182,434.00 

Evangelism $2,400.00 

Parish Education $3,995.00 

Stewardship $350.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,495,662.00 
  

NET REVENUE -$14,807.00 

If you are planning to give an offering in support of 

the Northwest Reformation 500 celebration service 

this October, you may use an envelope found in the 

pew racks or you may, of course, use an envelope from 

your numbered box.  There are still a few weeks left to 

make an offering before the deadline. 

Please remember to mark the envelope: 

“Reformation 500.” 
 

Thank you, Dennis Splett 
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Easter is a moveable 

feast. Easter isn't on the 

same calendar date every 

year in the way that 

Christmas is always cele-

brated on December 25. 

The date for Easter each 

year always falls on the 

first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring 

equinox. And once you find the date of Easter, every-

thing else finds its place—Good Friday and Maundy 

Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the Transfiguration, the 

Ascension of our Lord and Pentecost. 

All this is a long way of saying that Easter determines 

everything. Easter defines everything. It orders not only 

the entire church year, but it orders our very lives. It de-

fines and gives meaning to our lives, as well to the 

things that happen in them. And since Easter defines 

everything, that means it changes everything too. It re-

defines who we are and where we stand with God and 

with one another. Easter makes all things new.  

Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the 

dead. Without Easter death would still reign, we would 

still be in our trespasses and sins, and our faith and 

hope would be in vain. But Jesus is raised from the 

dead. Easter changes everything. It makes all things 

new. Therefore, darkness is overcome with light, wrath 

with peace, fear with hope, angst with rest, sadness with 

joy, hatred with love, sin with righteousness, and death 

with life. Easter changes everything, redefines every-

thing, determines everything. Easter makes all things 

new.  

Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For 

if God gave us His own Son into death so that we will 

live, how will He not give us everything else we need? 

He will, and He does. He provides for us. He even gives 

us the gifts that we give back to Him for service in the 

church. Easter demonstrates that we have a God who 

loves us, a God who provides for us, a God who presses 

us into His service, a God who has made us new in the 

death and resurrection of His Son. 

For when you give to the church, you pass along those 

things that God alone has given to you. You pass along 

the message to others that Easter changes everything 

and makes all things new, even as it has done this for 

you. This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God has giv-

en you a part in the administration of His kingdom. He 

provides for the needy through your hands. He ensures 

that the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are giv-

en out through the work of your hands and in the gifts 

that you give. And He honors and blesses this work and 

generosity as it redounds to those around you.  

So when you sit down on the first day of the week to 

make your offering to the place where Easter is pro-

claimed and where the gifts of Easter are given out, re-

member: Easter changes everything. It makes all things 

new. More than that: Easter has changed you and made 

you new. Because Jesus who was crucified for our trans-

gressions is raised for our justification.  

The church celebrates the Death 

& Resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ this month.  

I’ve listed some books & DVDs 

about Jesus for adults & children 

that are in the library.   

DVD’s:  

“Jesus Legend or Lord” by Paul Maier  

“The Passion” [the Passion of Christ]. 
 

ADULT: 

Jesus Of Nazareth by William Barclay 

Immanuel Reflections On the Life Of Christ by Michael 

Card 

Two Natures Of Christ by Mary Chambers 

Jesus Christ His Life and Teachings by Dennis Clark 

The Life And Time Of Jesus The Messiah by Alfred Eder-

shelm 

The Life and Times of Jesus by Herschel Hobbs 

Christ’s Passion The Power And The Promise by James 

Kennedy 

And The Angels Were Silent; No Wonder They Call Him 

The Savior; He Chose The Nails by Max Lucado 

At The Cross; At The Tomb by Charles Ludwig 

In The Fullness Of Time by Paul Maier (historian look at 

Christmas, Easter and the Early Church) 

In The Footsteps Of Jesus by Wolfgang Pax 

The Master A Life Of Jesus by John Pollock 

Life Of Christ In Masterpieces Of Art by Marvin Ross 

A King Is Risen by Patricia St. John 

He was Crucified Reflection in the passion of Christ by 

Gerard Joseph Stanley Sr. 

The Passion (photography from the movie The Passion of 

Christ) 
 

The Robe by Douglas Lloyd (in the fiction section) 
 

CHILDREN:  

among the paperback Arch Books 

The Easter Women; God’s Easter Plan by Carol Green; The 

story of the Empty Tomb by Brian Davis; Man Who Carried 

the Cross for Jesus by Constance Head; Bright Easter Day 

by Julie Steigmeyer  

Easter Bunny are you for real?  by Harold Myra 
   

Church Librarian, 

 Jody Porter 



 

 

Preschool has been 

hard at work lately, 

as usual! Socially we 

have been working 

on kindness in the 

classroom. This is 

something the entire 

school has been fo-

cusing on this year. We are striving to plant that seed 

of kindness, and how to treat others, at the Preschool 

age and continue to grow and foster it as the children 

grow.  

“Love your neighbor as yourself” is a verse we really 

focus on in Preschool to practice how to be kind. Aca-

demically we have been working on assessments to 

prepare for Parent/Teacher conferences to see our 

growth so far this year. This includes things like col-

ors, counting, shapes, letter recognition, and so much 

more. It also includes social/emotional and spiritual 

growth along with independence skills, fine motor, 

and oral language. All the students have grown so 

much since the start of the school year! Thank you for 

helping us grow!                     

Love,  

Miss Rachel and the Preschool  

Spring has Sprung! and so have those 

irritating pollens, trees, and grasses 

that raise havoc with everyone. I am in 

pain and distress; may your salvation, 

O God, protect me. Psalm 69:29 NIV is 

a prayer of many.   

Since medical science has yet to find a cure for allergies, 

we need to take some time to identify the triggers that 

cause the allergic responses (they are numerous) and 

can include environmental ones such as wind, pollen, 

poison plants, pollution among others. Chemical reac-

tions from perfume, latex, cleaning solutions, smoke and 

certain medications are the common ones.  Food aller-

gic responses can be triggered by eating things like 

shellfish, strawberries, eggs, wheat and soy based foods, 

and certain types of nuts.  We, of course cannot over-

look that annoying pet dander, dust, mold and bee 

stings. 

Some of the triggers can cause serious responses requir-

ing medical intervention, but many can be controlled by 

simply changing your habits: different cleaning supplies, 

latex free gloves, deep cleaning carpets and upholstery 

frequently, smoke free environment, know the poison-

ous plants and stay clear. I think you see where I am 

going.  Remember, we were given the body and put in 

the earthly world that God created, and we are charged 

with caring for self and the world we live in.  Know your 

triggers, and hopefully you can get relief and be able to 

enjoy the beauty of the spring season that is upon us.  

We are a faith family 

made up of many who 

have served or are serv-

ing currently in our mili-

tary. VA Caregiver Sup-

port  has a great web site with resources, and provides 

free on line and on-demand interactive courses specifi-

cally tailored to needs that have been identified.  I have 

printed a copy of the courses and will post the info on 

the Parish Nurse Bulletin Board.  You can view the info 

online by searching http://www.caregiver.va.gov/   for 

more information.  I am happy to work with any of you 

who want to find services that fit your needs.  Thank you 

to all who have and are currently serving in our military 

and the families who support them! 

 Gardening season is here! 

Our gardeners are already ahead of 

the game with seeds pots planted 

and garden soil tilled!  The markets 

are beginning to stock early vegeta-

ble and fruit starts, my strawberry 

plants are already putting out 

growth to get ready to supply us with fresh fruit.  Some 

tips from the nurse as we head out to the garden: 

_ Good body mechanics can prevent sore backs and 

preventable injuries. Warm up and stretch those 

muscles before you begin your work! 

_ Use a cushion, stool, or small bench when weeding.  

This helps reduce stress placed on the knees and 

spine. 

_ Take regular breaks for stretching, drinking water, or 

just to survey your efforts. 

_ Stop if fatigued or in pain.  “Just one more bed to 

weed” can lead to overuse, pain and needless injury. 

_ We can spend time appreciating the garden as 

God’s wonderful creation and care for our body at 

the same time! 

Have a beautiful, healthy and enjoyable beginning to 

spring!  

Cynthia Rutan, RN, Parish Nurse at Peace 

CHECKING IN WITH THE PARISH NURSE                 APRIL 2017 

http://www.caregiver.va.gov/


As I’ve gradually gotten more experienced in this “raising 

kids” thing, I’ve heard and read, from several different 

places, that whenever kids “act up,” or do something 

risky or rebellious, that they are trying to learn what their 

parents consider negotiable or non-negotiable.  In other 

words, they truly want to know where the boundaries are 

drawn...what lines you will not tolerate them crossing.  

They are “testing the fences,” if you will. 

I think it’s much the same with us adults.  It’s una-

voidable that we try to draw our moral boundaries…

the only difference being that now it’s us, and not our 

parents, who are doing the “drawing.”  The crux of the 

problem is that we want these moral boundaries, and 

we want to maintain them in our lives, but we often 

can’t agree on a legitimate source of moral authority. 

We are also told, by our unchurched friends, how bur-

densome, archaic, and sometimes even offensive, 

such moral standards can be.  Too often, we resort to 

trying to find that moral template ourselves, when we 

need to stop looking around, and start looking up. 

God’s laws define righteousness and sin with unbending 

clarity. Without God, there are no moral absolutes, 

and moral and spiritual integrity become little more 

than flexible and convenient friends.  Criss Jami, in his 

book Killosophy, says: 

“Those who live as though God sets the rules are not 

going by their own rules. That is the self-sacrifice, or 

selflessness, that peace more often than not requires. 

Those who insist on going by their own rules cannot 

make that sacrifice. They are the steady adherents of 

(global) conflict because they are forever fighting both 

themselves and others to do whatever they think that 

they want to do.” 

We cannot defend absolute morality without an ab-

solute standard. And when we discover there is a way 

the world should not be, we have affirmed – some-

times without even realizing it - that there is a way 

the world ought to be. As C.S. Lewis said, "a man 

does not call a line crooked unless he already has an 

idea of a straight line."  

I am struck by a line from the movie Sweet Land: “I find 

great comfort in a moral code…in knowing that there’s a 

righteous path… and in a God who teaches me to walk 

along it.” 

I’ve tested enough fences over the years to know that 

God gives us those moral codes always for our benefit.  

And, more so every day, I find those codes not to be 

burdensome and archaic, but empowering, calming, and 

relevant. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Ross Lytle 
Board of Elders 

 

Resurrection Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 15 

Noon to 1:00 pm 

Peace Lutheran School 
Join us as we learn about the Resurrection and Rejoice 

in the Miracle of Easter.    

Candy donations are welcomed! 

Congregational  

Easter Breakfast 

Sunday, April 16 

7:00 to 10:30 am 

Parish Hall 
 

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for: 
Food Donation Items & Volunteer Time Slots 

 

Set up will be  

Saturday, April 15  

from 10 am to Noon. 
 

Please have your donations  

to the church before 10 am. 




