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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Independence Day, a day we often take for granted; but (as the bumper 
sticker I saw the other day put it) ‘Freedom is not free’.  We are so privileged to live in a 
country where we have freedom to worship and to live our lives according to the faith and 
beliefs we hold so dear; and yet, we hear so much in the news about Christians being      

persecuted in our country that we may get the feeling that all of that is about to end. 
 

Of course, this is only the beginning; and scripture tells us that we should not be surprised 
when people reject us, and persecute us, because we belong to Christ. As they did to the 

Master, so they will do to those who follow him.   
 

I am not telling you not to be concerned; but even at its worst, the persecution we face is 
nothing compared to the persecution of Christians worldwide.  Christians in Egypt and Syria 
and Iraq and Iran and in many other countries where Muslims are in majority are in fear for 
their lives.  The news points to terrorist groups like ISIS and Al Qaeda and their barbaric 
ways, but more often Christians are in fear for their lives from their own neighbors and   

countrymen. 
 

Whether they make people fear for their life, or fear that their freedoms are being taken 
away, these anti-Christian movements are spawned from the same basic enemy: fear.  Fear 

of the truth, and what that truth brings, makes people rally against Christianity. 
 

The truth is that their god demands works from them; works that show their god that they are 
loyal to him or her; works that they do to appease their god; works they do to ensure        
salvation by their god.  Christianity is the only world religion that teaches that their God does 

not demand any works from his people in return for their salvation. 
 

And when unbelievers hear of people whose God loves them so much that he sacrifices his 
own Son for them; their God who demands nothing from them for their salvation, but gives 
them everything: forgiveness, saving faith, blessings new every morning, and on and on; the 

truth incites them to violence; violence they hope will gain them favor with their god. 
 

Thanks be to God we live in a country with laws that protect us from those who are driven to 
violence by their false faith.  More importantly, thanks be to God that he truly is the one living 

God; the only true God. 
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In times of persecution it is important for us to remember that we belong to this God.  He has 
promised to be with us always, to the end of the age.  And he is with us as our protector and defender, right now;     
throughout all the persecution those who follow false gods can throw at us.  For this reason, we need not worry.  We need 
not question what the future holds for us. We have certainty.  We have hope that is the certainty of the resurrection to life 

everlasting. 
 

Freedom is not free, but we have freedom; and not because of what we did, but because of what our Savior did for us.  We 
are free from the power of sin and death; and we have this freedom for all eternity.  That’s freedom that you take with you 
wherever you go, freedom you take with you no matter which countries you visit, no matter which country you call home.  

That’s freedom no one can take from you; because you are in Christ!  Happy Independence Day. 

Pastor Huelle 

Continued from Page 1 

Elder’s Corner                                        Temptation 

     As our children grow, they like to test their boundaries.  My son the other day got up early in the morning.  I 

was getting ready for work, and mom was trying to get a few more minutes of rest.  He is eight and therefore 

wants to do things on his own.  So he decided to make himself breakfast, a wise decision.  He noticed on the 

counter a tub full of brownies.  Mom would definitely not approve, but they are so good.  O so tempting.  So he 

decides, “I’ll sneak one.”  A bit later I noticed the lid is off the tub of brownies.  So naturally I inquired about the 

lid and he denied all plausibility.  I encouraged a better choice and instructed him no brownies for breakfast, so 

he poured himself a bowl of cereal.  Soon after I left for work, and the cereal he was eating just wasn’t hitting the 

spot.  That first brownie was really good.  Nobody will know if I grab a second, and then a third.  Then mom got 

up. 

     When confronted that evening about the situation, I asked him why he continued to do what he knew was 

wrong.  Without hesitation he said, “I was tempted.”  Now as a parent I was a little less than pleased with the 

response.  I felt he was trying to pass the buck.  I felt he did not believe he had ownership in his wrong doing and 

was trying to reason blame on someone else.  This was probably somewhat true, however his response was 

truthful.  

     Temptation, we all struggle with it.  Every human being on this earth since Adam and Eve has struggled with it.  

And like every human being on this earth, with the exception of one man, we have all failed to resist temptation 

and sin.  Whether it be eating the forbidden fruit, hating our brother, disobeying our parents, or putting our de-

sires and passions before God, we have all failed.  And, like Adam and Eve, it’s never our fault.  “This woman YOU 

gave me,” “the SERPENT deceived me,” “I have been offended by YOU,” “YOU left the brownies on the counter,” 

“YOU didn’t ask for my help,” “HE made me do it.”  It’s not new.  We reek of sin and yet we blame everyone else 

to try and cover our stench. 

     Lucky for us, we have a loving father.  A father, as John, writes who loved his creation so much, that he sent 

his only begotten son, Jesus, into the world.  And he willingly laid down his life for us and took on our guilt as his 

own.  He did this so that we may be clean once again.  And he did all of this without any merit or worthiness from 

us.  To top it all of he gives us his body and blood freely to strengthen and preserve us in the one true faith.  The 

faith that as Paul writes in Galatians “justifies us.”  What an amazing and loving God we have. 
 

“Lord Jesus, think on me 

And purge away my sin; 

From earth-born passions set me free 

And make me pure within.” (Synesius of Cyrene, TLH 320) 
 

Dan Wolber 

Elder 
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N e w  L W ML  L o g o  P r em i e r in g  T h i s  J u n e  
LWML has decided to move forward with a new logo in response to the feedback received from the LWML Marketing 
and PR Survey that went out in February, 2017. Our prayer is that this new logo will help women take a first look or even 
another look at the LWML. Stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who We Are 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-
od. For almost 75 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equip-
ping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to support global missions. 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirm-
ing her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

 

Vision Statement 
The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique 
God-given gifts as she supports global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. 

 

Peace Lutheran Church has been a participating member congregation in the   

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League for many years. Our women meet on 

the third Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. We enjoy fellowship via a 
potluck brunch (anything goes!), Bible study or devotion, and often a service 
project. Each month we collect our Mites (Based on the Biblical account of the 
widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4). Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dol-
lars that fund district and national mission grants and implement the LWML 
program.) and a “home offering” that is used for our local needs (funerals, 
Zone events, delegate convention expenses, etc.).  

 

Each month on the first Sunday, we host “Mite Bites for Missions” during 
the coffee hour. We ask the ladies to bring baked goodies and then those pre-

sent place a Mite donation in the acrylic Mite box. The funds raised from “Mite Bites for Missions” is sent directly to the 
Washington-Alaska District LWML in support of the district and national mission projects.  

 

Peace also supports other mission projects that are voted on directly by the ladies of our group. We fund these projects 
through two major activities: annual rummage sale in June and the sale of flower cards in December.  

 

Please accept our invitation to join us on Saturday, July 15 at 10 am, and every third Saturday thereafter!  

 

http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants
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7/09    Don & Vicky Volkmann  
 

7/10    Carlin and Ginny McAuley  
 

7/15    Josh and Sarah Rae White  
 

 

7/17    Chris and JoAnn  Fryling Sr. 
 

7/25    Joel and Deanna Conger  
 

7/27    Rod and Joy Nilsson  

 

 

 

 

7/01  Cari Lowery  

           Nicole Schultz  
 

7/04   James Lawson 
 

7/12   Lin Bethke 

           Carlin McAuley 

           Kenneth Peper 
 

7/14   Jim Botz  

           Lois VanOstrand 
 

 

 

7/17    Bernice Holmberg  

             Bart Kelly 
 

7/18    Gene Gihring 
 

 

7/20    Jan Dore` 

             Dana Yenko  
 

7/24     Douglas Brandt 
 

7/25     Joel Conger  

             Nickolas  Ruckman Jr. 

 

 

7/02/17  

     8:00 AM Pat B and Darlene W 

  10 :45 AM Terry and Loretta F 

7/09/17   

     8:00 AM Pamela W and Cindy S 

  10 :45 AM Bob and Irene L 

7/16/17  

      8:00 AM Dave and Glenda N 

   10 :45 AM Bob and Irene L 

7/23/17  

      8:00 AM Stacey S and Carla Y 

     10 :45 AM Karen C and Irene L 

7/30/17  

        8:00 AM Bob and Irene L 

    10:45 AM Wes and Amy P 

 

PEANUT BUTTER PIE 

1 c. peanut butter 

8 oz. cream cheese 

1 c. powdered sugar 

2 c. Cool Whip 

Chocolate or 

Graham cracker pie crust 

Cream together peanut butter and cream cheese. 

Add sugar and Cool Whip. Put into pie crust. Top 

with Cool Whip or whipped cream. Sprinkle with nuts 

or shredded Hershey bar. 

16th 

8:00 Gunnar N 

10:45 Gunnar P 

23rd 

8:00  

10:45 Galileo R 

Acrolyte 

July Usher Schedule 

8:00 Eric B 

 George C 

 Randy F 

 Dave V 

10:45 Steve C 

 Phillip M 

 Jose R 

 Lucas S 
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   Greetings to all in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

   Forgiveness brings peace of mind and lifts a great burden from our 

hearts.  Whether we are holding something against a neighbor, friend or a family member it is always the 

same.  In our hearts, we long for that feeling of anxiety, fear, doubt and guilt to be gone.  But, we aren’t 

sure how that other person will react if we bring up the subject of the transgression and how we feel about 

it.  We often don’t want to appear as a weak person.  Sniveling about what should be some long forgotten 

slight. We don’t want to have to admit to our own part in creating the situation in the first place.  Most of 

all, we don’t want to give the other person the moral high ground.   
 

If the situation is reversed, we know we have wronged someone, we know it in our hearts, and we know 

we need to apologize. All those same anxieties, fears, doubts and guilts bear down on our hearts making us 

miserable, unhappy, and sometimes difficult to live with.  Worst of all we often compensate by seeking    

allies in the matter.  “Sharing” the hurt, trying to gain justification for carrying the grudge and only ending 

up making ourselves look even worse.  Humbling ourselves is the hardest thing for sinful man to do.  
 

 And yet the benefit of unburdening ourselves through forgiveness is overwhelmingly great. 
 

The central tenant of our Christian Faith is FORGIVENESS.  After all, what was the whole point in Christ  

coming to earth in the first place?  It was to heal all of God’s creation from the consequences of sin through 

FORGIVENESS.  In Luke chapter 11, Jesus teaches us how to pray.  In verse 4 he teaches us to ask for        

forgiveness for OUR sins and guides us to forgive others THIER sins.  This is the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

In Luke chapter 6, verses 27 and following, Jesus talks to us about the importance and value of loving      

others and the of consequences of failing to follow Him in his ways.  He tells us how to love our enemies 

and how not to judge others.  He shows us an example of how good bears good and evil bears evil. Then he 

gives us the ultimate solution to all of these problems by building our houses through faith upon Jesus, the 

Rock of our Salvation. 
 

It is the love that Jesus has for us that calls us to him and gives us conscience to feel the pangs of the need 

for forgiveness in our lives.  It is the love that Jesus, the Christ, has for us that erases the hurt in our hearts 

and gives us the warm spot we feel when we think kindly toward our brothers and sisters in our earthly 

Church, which God has given to us out of His wisdom and love for all His creation. 
 

Dennis Splett, 

Pax Domini 

P.S. In Strong’s Concordance the words “forgive,” “forgiven” and “forgiveness” are listed 99 times. 
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We will BBQ Hamburgers and Hot Dogs 

  

We will be providing burgers and Hot dogs along with 
water to drink.  Please bring your favorite salad/side 

or Dessert to  share with all. 
 

 We will also have several games for everyone to partake in.   

And the kids can play at the playground. 

See you there!!! 

            To the Body of Christ at Peace,         

 Grace and peace to you on this beautiful day of our Lord’s! It is a bittersweet blessing to be on Summer Break as we miss 

seeing our students every day, but it’s something we all need. As this summer races by, we have a lot to be grateful to our gracious 

God for from the year behind us. Second grade worked hard this year to digest as much information and build as many skills as we 

had time for. First and foremost in my classroom is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. I enjoyed having daily interaction with my 

students based on scripture. We worked through some highlights and stories from across the whole Bible. I feel confident that my 

students know Jesus loves them, and there is no other path to Heaven than the one Christ died for. We developed our reading, 

spelling, and writing skills during Language Arts. We even learned cursive! I was extremely proud of some second graders who 

were able to outpace their much older schoolmates in Accelerated Reader scores. In Math, the second grade class focused on    

various strategies that help make addition and subtraction smoother functions. We also worked with shapes, measuring, time, and 

money as well. Social Studies shed light on many topics, with extra focus given to citizenship and Native Americans. In Science, it 

was a joy to study life and matter. We were blessed to have some very hands on learning with our own Peace garden and a trip to 

The Bug Museum in Bremerton. PE, Art, Music, Spanish, and Library Time were covered by other teachers. However, I was happy 

to see students’ artistic talent in various assignments, athleticism at recess, musical ability at chapel, and we enjoyed some        

Storytime and Spanish of our own in the classroom as well. We even got to go and enjoy “The Nutcracker” performed at Bremerton 

High School. Overall, second grade is a busy year! We fill every day with as much learning as we can, up until the very end! 

Blessings, 

Mr. Nathan A. Carnahan 

2nd Grade Teacher ,Athletic Director, Board of Parish Education 

Joshua 24:15 “But as for me and my house…” 
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God Has Richly Blessed Us So That We Can Be A Blessing 
 
“I will bless you …, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so that he 
would be a blessing. How did He bless Abraham? He promised that from His seed would come the 
savior of the nations. And Abraham believed that promise, trusted that the Lord would provide it just 
as He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham did was colored by that promise. He willingly gave 
of himself and his household in service to the Lord in view of that promise. 
 
Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. Not only has He given us everything that we need to   
support this body and life, but He has also provided, that promised seed in His Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. He is the savior of the nations. He is the redeemer of the world. He is the one who has       
conquered sin, death, and the power of the devil by His death, resurrection, and ascension. 
 
Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby freed to be a blessing. Since God has endowed us 
with His gifts, we are set to endow others. Thus, we give of the blessings we have received so that 
others may be blessed. We do this in our homes, our communities, and our churches. We press the 
blessings God has lavished upon us in service to those around us. We use our time, our talents, and 
our treasures to be a blessing even as they have been a blessing to us. 
 
The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a blessing to others. So, whenever you put that          
envelope in the collection plate, when you set out to serve at the local food pantry, when you sit 
down to help your kids with homework, think of this: The Lord has blessed you, so that you will be a 
blessing. 

The Holy Alphabet.. 

Although things are not perfect  

Because of trial or pain  

Continue in thanksgiving  

Do not begin to blame  

Even when the times are hard  

Fierce winds are bound to blow  

God is forever able  

Hold on to what you know  

Imagine life without His love  

Joy would cease to be  

Keep thanking Him for all the things  

Love imparts to thee  

Move out of 'Camp Complaining'  

No weapon that is known  

On earth can yield the power  

Praise can do alone  

Quit looking at the future  

Redeem the time at hand  

Start every day with worship  

To 'thank' is a command  

Until we see Him coming  

Victorious in the sky  

We'll run the race with gratitude  

X alting God most high  

Y es, there'll be good times and yes 

some will be bad, but...  

Z ion waits in glory...where none are 

ever sad!  

 

 

'I AM Too blessed to be stressed!'  
 

The shortest distance between a    

problem and a solution is the distance 

between your knees and the floor.   
 

The one who kneels to the Lord can 

stand up to anything.  
 

Love and peace be with you forever, 

Amen.  
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It's not just kids overseas who lack Bibles and other Bible-based books. It's also 
kids within the United States—and often in our own communities. Sharing God's 
Mighty Word focuses on delivering Bible-based books to kids in the US. You can 
join us in our mission to reach these kids with the Word of God! Through our VBS 
Mission   Project, Sharing God’s Mighty Word, kids make a difference in the lives 
of other kids. Together we will fill hands with books, as the Gospel fills hearts.  

VBS 2017 is a victory celebration! In Mighty Fortress VBS, your children learn that in Jesus, the victory is won! They’ll 
look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and explore five Bible accounts about God, our Mighty Fortress, and the victory 
Jesus has won for us. 

Registration is open for children Preschool to 5th grade who will attend VBS from July 17-21, 9 am to noon. 
Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. 
Plus, you’ll learn in Jesus, the victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there!  

If you can help full or part time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule and interests. Call the 
church office at 360-377-6253 or e-mail dcrawford@peacebremerton.org for more information. Join us to see how in 
Jesus, the victory is won! 

Register now for Mighty Fortress Vacation Bible School! Fill out a registration form available in the narthex and drop 
it in the office or online at https://vbsmate.com/peacelutherannw  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Peace Lutheran Church and School 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM.  

9:30 AM CALL MEETING/ 
EDUCATION HOUR 

Mite Bite Sunday 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

Birthday Celebration 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

YOUTH REFRESHMENTS  

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

NOON  CHURCH PICNIC 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORK GROUP  

5:15 BD. OF CHRISTIAN ED      

7 PM ELDERS 

 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORK GROUP  

 

9:30—11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE 

 

9:30—11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE 

2:30 PM COTTAGE BIBLE 
STUDY 

9:30—11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE 

9:30—11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE 

9:30 AM TEA & CHAT 

Church Office Closed 

 

8 AM MEN’S BREAKFAST 

10-12 VBS VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING 

Scrip Orders Due 

 

Church Office Closed 

10 AM LADIES POTLUCK 

BRUNCH 

12 PM DECORATE FOR 
VBS 

GOOD SAMARITAN SUNDAY 

7 PM CHURCH COUNCIL 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORK GROUP  

 

9:00 AM Gym Walk  

5 PM BD OF PARISH ED 


