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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

The structure of the Church Year is designed to teach us.  It proclaims the     
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have entered a new Church Year and we have begun 
our journey to the cross anew.   In Advent, the season of coming, we prepare 
ourselves for the Coming One.  Not only the coming of the Christ Child, but  
preparing for the multiple ways we see our Savior coming over time.  We see 
him coming as a humble king; seeking peace between his people and their God.  
His entry is triumphal, but it is at the same time humble, as we see our king    
riding on a donkey the very symbol of a monarch seeking peace (not a           
conquering king riding into the city on a white stallion). And next in Advent we 
see John the Baptist preparing the way for the Coming One; preparing hearts to 
repent for the forgiveness of their sins.  Then, on the third Sunday in Advent we 
are reminded of the impact sin has in our world, as even John and his followers 
begin to question whether Jesus is the Coming One.  And finally we get to hear 
what we have been longing to hear as the birth of Jesus is foretold. 
 

Soon after this we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord as the Gospel    
proclaims Jesus to be true man born of the Virgin Mary.  We remember 
the fear that word of this new king brought to Herod and we remember 
the slaying of the holy innocents as Herod orders young babies in     
Bethlehem to be killed in a feeble attempt to destroy Jesus.  And intertwined 
with that account is the retelling of the coming of the Magi; journeying over a 
thousand miles to worship at the feet of this newborn child who they believed 
was the Son of God. 
 

We celebrate Epiphany and remember that our Savior is true God, conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, as well as true man born of the Virgin Mary; the perfect and  
only One who could be our Savior.  Throughout the season of Epiphany we hear 
story after story of healing and casting out demons and miracles that only God 
could do; all done by Jesus, proving him to be true God. 
And then, with our confidence strengthened by the knowledge that Jesus is true 
God and true man, we are ready to enter the season of Lent, and to reflect on the 
reason it was necessary for God to send his Son from heaven to earth to rescue 
us.  We endure six long weeks of this penitent reflection.  It would be enough to 
bring us to despair if it were not for the fact that as we look ahead to the end of 
this season we see that this journey is leading us to the foot of the cross.  At the 
cross we see that, despite our sin, God has not forsaken us.  Instead he chose to 
forsake his Son; pouring out his wrath on him instead of those who deserved it.  
Allowing his Son to be beaten and crucified; allowing his Son to die in full   
payment for our sins. 
 
 

As we approach that day of death, the Church Year brings us through a most  
Holy Week.  We see the Passion of our Lord.  We see Judas strike an agreement 
to betray his Lord.  We see our Lord institute a meal of forgiveness, a meal in 
which he promises to be truly present with us each time we eat the bread and 
drink the wine that are truly his body and blood.  We see the day of his death 
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which we call Good Friday, because on that day, in his death, he conquered death and that is the greatest good 
for all mankind. 
 

We end that most Holy Week and begin a new week as, on the first day of the week, we celebrate the          
Resurrection of Our Lord; the great high feast of the Church.  We continue our celebration of the resurrection 
for a full fifty days and then, no longer journeying ‘to’ the cross, we see the Biblical lessons showing us the 
blessings that flow ‘out’ from the cross; and this outflowing continues throughout the remainder of the Church 
Year.  That’s our life in a nutshell; or should I say in a Church Year; and that’s the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  
Amen. 
        Blessings on a new Church Year, 
        Pastor 

 
 
 
The Word Became Flesh, the Advent story. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [Jn 1:1]  
When the Apostle John sets out to tell the Advent story he begins at the beginning.  With the very first        
sentence of his account of the birth and life of Jesus Christ as a man on the earth he takes us all the way back to 
the very first verses in Holy Scripture. 
 

 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [Ge 1:1-2] 
In this reference, he declares the eternity of Christ, and in it he calls us by faith, and by history as declared in 
the ancient text, to an understanding of the true nature of this Christ and his relationship to God the Father. The 
God known by Adam and Eve, the God of Moses, of Abraham, of Isaiah, and also by Jesus who is the son of 
the Father who sent him.  Jesus is the Christ, sent to us so we could know of his love for us, his people,     
numbered among all the people of the earth. 
 

There is so much more to the Advent story than just the beauty and pageantry we give to it as we teach it to our 
children.  The tender child wrapped in swaddling clothes with his mother, the wise men in beautiful and    
wondrous robes, the camels and donkeys and sheep and the bright star in the sky.  These things are the       
trappings of the humility we feel as we realize the enormous truth that comes to us as we behold the lowly 
birth of Jesus, the son of God, come to earth to fulfill the promise of his father, that is to take our sin upon  
himself and grant us eternity with himself and his father. Our Father. 
 

Yes, our faith should always be like that of a child, trusting and believing fully, without question.  Also, we are 
encouraged, indeed admonished, to continually;  
 

[24] --- --- -- consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, [25] not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.        
Hebrews 10:24 (ESV) 
 

To these ends, teaching, supporting and building up, we celebrate the advent of Christ on earth and encourage 
all Christians to celebrate with us as His church on earth, the Good News! 
 

 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. [Rev 20;20-21] 
 

May He bless us, and keep us, in the one true faith, unto life everlasting. 
 

Dennis 
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The Greatest Gift 
 

     December is here again.  It’s one of my favorite times of the year.  There are gallons of egg nog,     

cookies, fruit cakes, pies, and the 24 hour marathon of A Christmas Story; the timeless tale of a boy’s 

best Christmas gift ever, a Red Rider BB gun “with a compass in the stock and this thing which tells time”.  

It’s one of the all-time greats because it’s a story we can all relate to.  Whether it’s a BB gun, an E-Z bake 

oven, or a football, we have all had that one gift we will never forget. 
 

     However, none of these things can compare to the ultimate gift that we received 2016 years ago.  The 

one in which God sent his one and only son Jesus Christ into the world.  Where he humbled himself to be 

born of the Virgin Mary; suffer under Pontius Pilate, and be crucified for our sins.  What could be better 

than that? 
 

     So this Christmas season, when you’re rushing around battling all those Christmas shoppers, and fret-

ting over finding the perfect Christmas gift, remember that God has given us the perfect gift.  The only gift 

we will ever need. 
 

“This Flower whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness everywhere 

True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He save us 

And lightens every load.”  (Friedrich L. C. Layriz TLH 645, LSB 359) 

 

Dan Wolber 

Elder 

Pumpkin Pie Cake 
 

 

PUMPKIN PIE CAKE 

  

1 - 18oz can pumpkin (or fresh equivalent) 

1 box yellow cake mix (2 layer size) 

1 cup sugar 

1/2 c. melted margarine or butter 

1 - 13oz can evaporated milk (not sweetened condensed) 

3/4 c. chopped pecans or walnuts 

3 eggs 

3 tsp cinnamon 

  

Beat eggs and milk together; add pumpkin, sugar and cinnamon. Mix until well blended.  

Pour into a 9x13 greased pan. Sprinkle dry cake mix over mixture.  

Drizzle with melted margarine. Sprinkle with chopped nuts.  

Bake at 350 degrees for 50-60 min or until done.  

Serve (warm or cold) with topping or whipped cream. Enjoy 
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December Usher Schedule 

Advent 
7th, 14th, 21st  

  6:30 PM      Glenn Borg 

        George Crawford 

        Bret Jarboe 

        Lucas Stroud 

Christmas Eve                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Christmas Day 
   10:00 AM    Nick Corbett 

         Carlin McAuley 

         David Negrones 

         Dave VanOstrand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/08   Mr. & Mrs. Bret Jarboe 
 

12/17   Leo & Jan Dore’  
 

 

12/19   Paul & Wendy Huelle 
 

12/29   Steven & Margaret House 
 

12/30   Denis & Patricia Huelle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/04  Nicholas Johnsrude  

           Jennifer Keifert 

 

12/06  Tammy Duncan 

 

12/07  MaKynlee Kelly 

 

12/08  Brandon Hansen  

 

12/09  Rachel Deem  

 

12/10  Bruce Gierke 

 

12/14  Chris White 

 

12/15  Dick Noonan 

           Gunnar Perry 

 

12/17  Sophia Kutzer 

           David Rutan 

 

12/19  Aaron Stroud 

 

12/23  Stacy Stone 

 

12/24  David Hill 

 

12/26  Karen Clements 

 

12/26  Joy  Nilsson 

           Shirley Noonan 

 

 

 

 

December Greeters 
 

12/04/16  
 

   8:00 AM   Pamela W & Cindy S 
  10:45AM   Wes & Amy P 
 

12/11/16  
 

   8:00 AM   Dave & Glenda N    
10 :45 AM   Terry & Loretta F 
 

12/18/16  
 

   8:00 AM   Paul & Jo A 
10 :45 AM   Dennis & Mary S 
 

12/24/16  
 

   6:30 PM   Bob & Irene L 
10 :30 PM  
 

12/25/16  
 

10:00 AM   Bob & Irene L 
   

 
 

  
        

 

 

 

 God’s Precious Gift 
 
For God so loved the 
world that He gave…
and the world has 
never been the 
same. Whether we 
always realize it or 
not, each gift we 
share at Christmas 
reflects God’s gift of 
His son, and the 
hope and joy that 
comes with that. This 
Christmas, join us at 
Peace Lutheran 
Church to celebrate 
that incredible gift, 
and the impact it can 
have on your life   
today. Don’t leave 
your gift unclaimed! 

December Acolyte Schedule 

4th 
8:00 Cassidy Russell 

10:45 Gallileo Ramirez 

11th 
8:00 Gunnar Nilsson 

10:45 Gunnar Perry 

18th 
8:00 Rhylie Russell 

10:45 Galileo Ramirez 

25th 
10:00 Gunnar Perry 

Advent 

7th 

6:30 pm Rhylie Russell 

14th 

6:30 pm Gunnar Nilsson 

21st 

6:30 pm Cassidy Russell 

Christmas Eve 

6:30 pm    Gunnar Nilsson 

10:30 pm  Galileo Ramirez 8:00  

Nick Corbett 

Carlin McAuley 

David Negrones 

Dave VanOstrand 

10:45  

Glenn Borg 

Randy Fuller 

Bret Jarboe 

Lucas Stroud 

6:30 PM     

Nick Corbett 

Carlin McAuley 

David Negrones 

Dave VanOstrand 

10:30 PM     

Steve Conolly 

George Crawford 

Bret Jarboe 

Jose Ramirez 
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November  Letter to Church  

 

My name is Heather Meryhew.  I teach P.E. classes to Kindergarten through Eighth Grade.  I also teach 

Fourth grade Writing and Science and in the afternoon I teach Kindergarten. 

In PE we just completed our Nutrition unit and learned about healthy choices, meal planning and          

appropriate exercises to keep us fit. In our next unit we will learn about Volleyball.  

In fourth grade we’re writing about ourselves and the many blessings that the Lord gives 

us. In science we’re learning about energy sources, kinds of energy, and sources that cre-

ate energy. 

Then in Kindergarten we’re learning how God takes our hand and will lead us to good 

choices. We’re learning about the workers who help us in our community and we visited 

those workers to say thank you.  

We also wanted to say thank you to you, Peace Lutheran Church!  So the Kindergarten class created a 

leaf display for you in the church hall. Please make sure you stop by and check out our display. As always, 

remember the blessings the Lord gives us and pass them onto others. God bless your Holiday Season. 

Sincerely, 

The Kindergarten Class and Mrs. Meryhew 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW….. 
Peace Lutheran’s Cub Scout Pack 4506 has 33 boys and their families registered and active!  

We are  active in church activities (Scout Sunday, Church Cleanups, Backpacks for Kids Food 

Drives twice annually); Community activities (Ivy Green Cemetery cleanup and events, Whaling 

Days  and Saint Patrick’s Day Parades, and more); and fun events (Pinewood Derby, Marble 

Shoots and more).   We follow closely the mission of BSA: To serve others by helping to instill 

values in young people and, in other ways, to prepare them to make ethical choices during 

their lifetime in achieving their full potential. All while  having FUN! 

In December we’ll be visiting the residents of Crista Shores Retirement community, bringing 

handmade cards and singing Christmas Carols!  We’ve also been collecting food for the 

Backpacks for Kids program and will be delivering it to the church the second week of    

December!  This food will hopefully help families in need during the Christmas Season. 

Merry Christmas from your Cub Scouts! 

 



Prints of Peace Page 6 

Every Christmas present  
 
 

Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under your Christmas tree will wear out. It will 
break or go out of style. This fact was there, somewhere, in the back of your mind even as 
you bought them, but you bought them anyway. For you love the person you bought 

them for, you wanted to see that look of joy it brings to their face. 
 

So also God gives to you. But greater. What He gives will never wear out, break down, or go out 
of style. For what He gives is His eternal and only-begotten Son, wrapped in your flesh, and 
placed upon the tree of the Cross. He gives His Son for you. He gives that you may have everlast-
ing joy. He gives because He loves you. This is why the Word became flesh to dwell among you. 
 

And that is who is given to you. The Word who is God yet was with God from all eternity. The 
Word through whom all things were made. The Word who is the only-begotten Son of the Father, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, being of one substance with His Father. The One 
who called all things into existence, the One who spoke to Moses from the bush that burned yet 
was not consumed, the One whose glory filled the tabernacle to dwell among His people, God 
Himself, has taken on your flesh. 
 

Even though the Word is made flesh, even though God became Man, His Divinity is not lessened. 
His Divinity is not changed. His Divinity remains, pure and unchanging, but your flesh, your human 
nature, is exalted. Your flesh and humanity is assumed into God. God became man so that you 
would become like unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, without death. 
 

And so it is that the Son given to you wrapped in your flesh is placed upon the tree of the Cross. 
And no tree was ever adorned more beautifully. Its ornaments were nothing less than the Blood of 
God, poured out as an atoning sacrifice for your sins. Its garland the Body of God, hanged in 
death that you may have life. Its light the incarnate Light of the world, strung up to call you and all 
men unto Himself, to enlighten you, to make you His own. He gives you HIs life, He gives you joy 
and peace—peace with God in heaven and peace with one another on earth. 
 

And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus places another gift for you upon the Altar. It is the 
Fruit of the Cross, His crucified and risen, living Body and Blood, the Fruit of the Tree of Life, 
wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills you with His Glory. He makes your mouths 
and your hearts His manger. He abides in you and you in Him. 
 

The Word became flesh to be placed under the Cross for you. You are forgiven. This is why we 
give. We give because He has first given to us. And just as it was a joy for Him to give all He had 
to us. It is a joy for us to give to one another and His church so that this message of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation may be proclaimed.  

 Christmas Candy Cane Poem about Jesus 

Look at the Candy Cane 
What do you see? 

Stripes that are red 
Like the blood shed for me 

White is for my Savior 
Who’s sinless and pure! 

“J” is for Jesus My Lord, that’s for sure! 
Turn it around 

And a staff you will see 
Jesus my shepherd 
Was born for Me! 
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Back by popular demand! The Lutheran Women in Mission will once 
again be selling $25 Flowers to Go Flower Cards that will entitle the    
recipient to go to any of the local  Flowers to Go locations and pick up a 
free bouquet each and every month! For every card sold, the Lutheran 
Women in Mission will earn 
$10 to support their Mission 
Projects. If you want to make 

someone really happy, pick yours up today! Contact any of 
the Women in Mission or the church office to purchase your 
cards. 

Mid-week Advent Sermon Series 
Wednesdays: Nov. 30 to Dec. 21 

Light Meal 5:30 pm ~ Worship 6:30 pm 
 

As the 500th anniversary of the Reformation approaches, this beloved hymn by Martin 
Luther provides the theme for the From Heaven Above Advent series for traditional  wor-
ship, which focuses on the divine gifts that come down to us through the birth of Jesus. 

Each week in the series, sermons written by well-known preacher Rev. Dean Nadasdy “unwrap” one of the precious treas-
ures delivered to us in the holy Child wrapped in swaddling clothes. Hymns in the series include “Comfort, Comfort Ye My 
People,” “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You,” “Hark the Glad Sound” and “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates.” 

Advent 1:  Nov. 30  The Gift of Hope (Matthew 12:15-21): The people of Israel waited in hope for the promised Mes-
siah. We now wait in hope for his return on the Last Day. 

Advent 2:  Dec. 7  The Gift of Love (John 3:13-17): The steadfast love of God is revealed in the gift of his Son. As the redeemed 
people of God we share his love with others. 

Advent 3: Dec. 14  The Gift of Peace (John 14:25-27): In Christ Jesus we have peace with God. We now share that 
good news of peace with the world. 

Advent 4:  Dec. 21  The Gift of Life (John 1:1-5): Through faith in Jesus we have forgiveness and life, a life of love and service 
now in his name and eternal life in his presence. 

You are invited! 

Children’s Sunday School Program 

Sunday, December 11 

9:30 am 

In the Parish Hall 
 

The program will be based on the same theme as the Mid-week Advent Sermon Series. 
 

Nearly 500 years ago Martin Luther wrote the hymn “From Heaven Above” to teach his 
children the story of Jesus’ birth. Recitations by the children in this service carry on that 
tradition, using the words of the hymn to tell the world the good news of salvation in the 
Christ Child.  
 

A manger centerpiece reminds us that Jesus came from heaven above to be a lowly baby 
for us.  

The Children will decorate the Parish Hall on  

Saturday, December 10  at 10 am. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 

 

3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
   8:30 AM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

12:30 PM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

MITE BITE SUNDAY 

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COM. 
9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 
 

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COM. 
9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
2 PM CHRISTMAS TEA @ 
HUELLE’S 

8 & 10:45 AM 
WORSHIP W/COM. 
9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 
 

9 AM QUILTERS 
5:15 PM BD OF CHRISTIAN 
ED 
 

9 AM QUILTERS 
 

 

7 PM ELDERS 

12:30 PM LADIES OUT 
TO BRUNCH BUNCH           
@ THE WILLOWS 
7 PM CHURCH COUNCIL 

9-12 PM PARISH NURSE 
2:30 PM COTTAGE BIBLE 
STUDY 
5:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL           
ADVENT LIGHT MEAL  
6:30 PM ADVENT SERVICE 
SCHOOL 2ND GRADE 

9-12 PM PARISH NURSE 
5:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL           
ADVENT LIGHT MEAL  
6:30 PM ADVENT SERVICE 
SCHOOL  3RD & 4TH GRADES 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

8 AM MEN’S BREAKFAST 
10 AM Decorate Parish 
Hall/Sunday School  
Program 

10 AM CHRISTMAS DAY 
SERVICE W/COM. 

 

6:30 PM CANDLELIGHT  
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
W/COM. 
10:30 PM CANDLELIGHT 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
W/COM. 

No School  & No Day Care 19th - Jan 2, 2017 

WALKING WARRIORS GROUP  

THURSDAYS 5:45 PM CUB SCOUTS 

 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE BY  
3 PM  

2-3 PM 4TH-8TH GRADE 
SCHOOL CONCERT 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE BY     
3 PM  

9 AM CHURCH DECORATING 

8:30 AM PRESCHOOL &  
PRE-K CHRISTMAS          
PROGRAM                                  

9 AM QUILTERS 
 

 

8:30 AM T/TH PS 
Program 
6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

9-12 PM PARISH NURSE 
5:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL           
ADVENT LIGHT MEAL  
6:30 PM ADVENT SERVICE 
 

5 PM BD. OF PARISH ED. 
6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 6 PM COFFEE OASIS 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE  


