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What a joy to gather together for worship today! Thank you for being here. May God strengthen us in 

our faith in Him and in our fellowship with one another. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR requires a shared understanding of its mean-

ing, namely, that the body and blood of Christ are truly present in, with, and under the bread 

and wine. One who partakes of this sacrament without discerning the body of Christ eats and 

drinks judgement upon himself (1 Cor. 11:29). Those who recognize the real presence of Christ 

in this sacrament and have faith in these words, “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins,” are urged to participate. This is what we believe, teach, and confess. It is for this reason that we ask 

those who are not members of The Lutheran Church Missouri—Synod, to speak to the Pastor or Elder about 

participation before reception of the Lord’s Supper. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNION THIS MORNING, we invite you to partake in one of two ways.  

If you are in agreement with our understanding of this Holy Meal, come forward and receive it with us. If 

you are uncertain in your understanding of the Lord’s Supper, you and your family may still come forward 

for a blessing from the Pastor. Simply cross your arms over your heart when you are offered the bread and 

that is  a signal to the Pastor that you would like a blessing. We rejoice in the opportunity to worship to-

gether with you. 

IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE COMMUNION ELEMENTS, two types of communion wafers are offered. The one 

offered by hand contains gluten. If you prefer a gluten free wafer, simply reach for it yourself in the smaller 

container in the middle of the paten (the plate holding the wafers). 

Red wine is offered during the distribution. In the center of the individual cup tray you will see cups that   

appear to contain white wine. They actually contain dealcoholized wine (less than 0.5% alcohol). These cups 

are intended for those who cannot have alcohol in their diet. Please leave these cups for those whose diet 

requires it. 

CHILDREN… 

 Worship is a family event, and children are always welcomed with open arms. 

 “Quiet Bags” for children are in the narthex. Please return the bags after worship. 

 If you desire, a nursery is available for children four and under. It is located in the 

hallway to your left as you entered the narthex. If it becomes necessary for you to 

have some private time with your child during the service, a cry room (where you can still partici-

pate in the service) is also located in the same hallway. 
 

HEARING EQUIPMENT & LARGE PRINT BULLETINS  

ARE AVAILABLE.  PLEASE ASK AN USHER. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
www.peacelutherannw.org 

 God’s family united to 

… Preach God’s Word 

… Teach God’s Grace 

… Reach God’s World 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
Mine Eyes Have Seen The Glory (Battle Hymn) 

 

Chorus  

Glory glory hallelujah 

Glory glory hallelujah 

Glory glory hallelujah 

His truth (our God) is marching on 

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory 

Of the coming of the Lord 

He is trampling out the vintage 

Where the grapes of wrath are stored 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning 

Of His terrible swift sword 

His truth is marching on. Chorus 

 

He has sounded forth the trumpet 

That shall never call retreat 

He is sifting out the hearts of men 

Before His judgment seat 

O be swift my soul to answer Him 

Be jubilant my feet 

Our God is marching on. Chorus 

 

In the beauty of the lilies 

Christ was born across the sea 

With a glory in His bosom 

That transfigures you and me 

As He died to make men holy 

Let us live to make men free 

While God is marching on. Chorus 
 

Julia Ward Howe | William Steffe 

© Words: Public Domain  

Music: Public Domain  

CCLI #11164862 
 
 
 

Please Rise as You Are Able 
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                            Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                       Psalm 124:8 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.                       Psalm 130:3-4 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first con-

sider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. To-

gether as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

[Luke 18:13] 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                                                                             [John 20:19-23] 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

PSALM           Psalm 46:1–11 

1
God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 
2
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3
though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns. 
6
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7
The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
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8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

he burns the chariots with fire. 
10

“Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 

KYRIE ∾ Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                                 Mark 10:47 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ∾  Glory to God in the Highest                                       Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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COLLECT FOR TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray.  

C Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, 

that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal 

wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Amos 5:18–24 

18
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

Why would you have the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, and not light, 
19

as if a man fled from a lion, 

and a bear met him, 

or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 

and a serpent bit him. 
20

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21

“I hate, I despise your feasts, 

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; 

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 

I will not look upon them. 
23

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24

But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL FOR TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5 

C These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

  in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                          1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

13
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
15

For this 

we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16

For the Lord himself will descend 

from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17

Then we who are alive, who are left, will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will al-

ways be with the Lord. 
18

Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Rise as You Are Able 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 25:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet 

the bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 

3
For when the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them, 
4
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5
As the 
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bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 
6
But at midnight there was a cry, 

‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7
Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their 

lamps. 
8
And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 

9
But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to 

the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
10

And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, 

and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 
11

Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12

But he answered, 

‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 

hour. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED   

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
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     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Us men means all people. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the whole 

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

Please Be Seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Children please come forward) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. LSB 656 

 

SERMON 

“God is Our Refuge and Strength” …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  Psalm 46 

 

Please Rise as You Are Able 

ARMED FORCES RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P Lord God, You have sustained our nation in the past and continue to bless us. We recall how so 

many have given their lives for the cause of freedom. Men and women continue to sacrifice  

 and serve in the armed forces. Today, we pause to reflect and honor those who gave or who 

continue to sacrifice so much in the defense of our freedom to be faithful. 

C We remember the great courage and selfless service of so many throughout history who 

have answered the call to serve. We remember their honorable sacrifice for the freedom 

of others. Comfort the families who mourn the loss of loved ones. Comfort also those 

who suffer permanent injuries as a result of serving our nation in the military. 

P We remember with thankfulness the millions of Americans who give so generously of their  

 life and labor in times of national conflict, particularly the family members of our soldiers,  

 sailors, aircrew, Marines and Coast Guardsmen. 

C We are grateful for the devotion and sacrifices of military families. Grant us the  resources 

and willing hearts to support them. 

P Lord, You prayed earnestly for Your disciples, that they would be kept in Your name, filled with 

joy and sanctified in Your Word of Truth. 

C Keep our chaplains in Your name. Fill them with the joy that comes from knowing You 

have defeated sin and death. Sanctify their ministry in Your Word of truth. 

P Gracious Lord, we ask for Your strength for our chaplains who serve in the wounded-warrior 

wards and in our military hospitals as they provide pastoral care to hurting and wounded veterans 

and their families. 
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C Lord, mend the wounds of all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Grant their physi-

cians knowledge and wisdom as they seek the best treatments for patients’ suffer-

ing. 

P God of mercy, grant patience and insight to our chaplains who serve in all branches of our 

armed forces and the Civil Air Patrol. Only through Your sustaining love can they move 

out daily with confidence and joy. These and all things we ask through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

OFFERING 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
 

Please Rise as You Are Able 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you.                       2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.                        [Colossians 3:1] 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.              [Psalm 

136] 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 

risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will over-

come sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS ∾  Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 



11 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbid-

den fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and 

blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:  

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                        Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                                    Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 
 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He  

 had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  

 T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  

 He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  

 T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI ∾  The Peace of the Lord                                                                      John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI ∾ Lamb of God                                                                                                       John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Be Seated 

DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying: 

The true body of Christ, given for you. Amen.     The true blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. LSB 594 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… LSB 636 

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. LSB 663 

O Bless the Lord, My Soul ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… LSB 814 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS ∾  Song of Simeon                                                                        Luke 2:29-32 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

A Let us bless the Lord.                                                       [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.                           Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 
 

 

Please be Seated 

CLOSING HYMN 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. LSB 717 
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