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The Mystery of Paul’s Apostolic Mandate: The Gospel 

of Christ for the Gentiles 
Wooden Translation 
Ephesians 3:1-13 
3 For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ [Jesus] for the sake of you Gentiles –  
2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of the grace of God that was given to me for you, 
3 that in accord with revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I previously wrote in brief, 
4 in accordance with which, when you read it, you are able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
    5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men as now it has been revealed 
    to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit, 
        6 that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body and fellow partakers of the 
        promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel, 
            7 of which I was made a minister according to the gift of the grace of God that was given to me in 
            accord with the working of his power. 
8 To me, quite the least of all the saints, this grace was given: 
    to proclaim to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 
    9 and to enlighten [all men] as to what is the administration of the mystery that was hidden for ages 
    in the God who created all things, 
        10 in order that the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
        authorities in the heavenly places through the church, 
        11 in accord with the eternal purpose which he carried out in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
            12 in whom we have boldness and access in confidence through faith in him. 
13 Therefore I ask [you] not to lose heart in my tribulations for your sake, which is your glory. 
 
Comments and Questions 
1.) Read verse 2.  What is Paul alluding to by using the term ‘stewardship’?  He is referencing his office as apostle.  As 
apostle his office is one of being the steward of God’s grace.  This grace was given to him (to his office) for his 
congregation. 
2.)  What is the ‘grace of God’ that Paul has been ‘given (to me) for you’?  Paul has been given the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; and he was given this ‘grace’ in order that he might ‘preach the gospel of grace’ to others (thus: ‘for you’).  It 
would be incorrect to interpret this as Paul being given an attribute of God (God’s grace), rather, Paul is saying that he 
has been given an office; and that office is to preach the gospel of Jesus. 
3.)  What is the ‘mystery’ that was made known to Paul?  A ‘mystery’ is something hidden in the mind of God.  In this 
case, the ‘mystery’ Paul says was revealed to him is the Gospel of Jesus Christ (probably on the road to Damascus). 
4.)  Why was it important for Paul to point out the source of his revelation (his revelation was from God and not his own 
ideas)?  Paul is proclaiming a profound truth: the Gentiles are fellow members of the body of Christ (3:6).  It is not one 
man’s opinion, but the binding promise of the God who sent him. 
5.)  It is common in our day to hear it said that “Pastors are the stewards of the mysteries of God.”  The early church 
used the term ‘mystery’ to describe certain teachings of the church, such as the creed, and the sacraments.  Can we use 
this passage in Ephesians to support the idea that apostles (and in our day by extension – pastors) are the stewards of 
the ‘mysteries’ of the church?  No, because that would be taking this verse out of context, assigning to the word 
‘mystery’ in this verse the meaning given to the word ‘mystery’ at a much later date; although this is what is often 
presented as encouragement to pastors to stand firm in the application of ‘close communion’.  Pastors are told that 
they are the stewards of God’s mysteries (and Ephesians 3:2 is referenced as a proof text of this fact); and as such 
they must ‘hold the line’ in keeping communion ‘close’ as defined by the church – not scripture; and to do anything 
less is to err in being a good steward of God’s grace. 
This is not to say that the Sacrament of the Altar should be ‘open’ to anyone – even those who do not believe in the 
real presence – but that to pluck this verse out of context and use it to support the teaching of closed communion is 
as inappropriate as any other singular verse that is plucked from its context to make a point (such as ‘an eye for an 
eye’ – Matt. 5:38). 
6.)  In verse 5 the phrase ‘it has been revealed’ is a divine passive – απεκαλυφθη [apo-caloop-thay].  This tells us who is 
doing the revealing.  Who would that be?  The revelation is an act of God. 



7.)  Απεκαλυφθη [apo-caloop-thay] literally means ‘to uncover’.  What does this suggest?  The mystery of Christ was not 
simply unseen and inaccessible, it has always been present, but deliberately covered by God.  This ‘hiding’ implies 
both the security of its being in God’s care and the divine wisdom that withholds its disclosure until the strategic 
moment.  Paul says God has now manifested this ‘mystery’ to his people.  See Col. 1:26. 
8.)  Note the use of the word ‘fellow’ three times in verse 6.  Most translations gloss over this because it makes for 
better English to only use it once and to drop it the next two times it appears, but in fact, there are three separate 
compound words each using forms of the same prefix (συν) [soon] which means ‘together with’.  These three words 
continue the theme of joint blessings shared by Gentiles and Jews in Christ.  Why would Paul use this same prefix on 
three different adjectives (one of which is literally made up by Paul) in one sentence?  This emphasizes the new status 
of the Gentiles.  It indicates what is shared, what Jews and Gentiles hold in common; and it affirms again the reversal 
of the Gentiles’ former status as ‘strangers to the covenants of the promise’ (verse 2:12) 
9.)  God is certainly all powerful.  With that in mind, what is Paul speaking of in verse 7 when he says: “the grace of God 
that was given to me in accord with the working of his power”? This is power that (through the Gospel) is rooted in the 
resurrection of Christ and available to all who believe and are baptized. It is the power to create wisdom and 
understanding of Christ, the power unto life and salvation, not earthly success. 
10.) Who are the ‘rulers and authorities’ in the heavenly places?  These are forces of both good and evil, meaning these 
are good angels and evil angels, agents of God and agents of Satan. 
11.) Is verse 10 saying that the church will proclaim Christ’s victory to the forces of evil battling in the heavenly places?  
Considering Paul’s strong emphasis on the apostolic teachings ‘proclaiming’ Christ’s victory to the forces of both good 
and evil, it is more likely that the church is an example of Christ’s victory.  The very existence of the church, and here 
in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians the vision of Paul’s preaching delivering the Gentiles into God’s hands, into a living 
and united church, serves as testimony to the evil forces that their authority over the earth and this age is at an end 
(cf. 2:2) and to the good angels that their side has won the battle. 
12.) Read verse 12.  We have access to God; but what does that mean?  To what do we have access?  This implies we 
have cultic/liturgical ‘access’ to the holy things of God, as well as the intimate status of one who has the ear of the 
king or a prestigious patriarch/father (this is the gift of prayer). 
13.) What does it mean that we have ‘bold’ access?  When used of public speaking, ‘boldness’ connotes an attitude 
that does not allow the audience to intimidate the speaker, even if the audience is hostile; it is used in Classical Greek 
contexts for the democratic right to free speech.  In speaking to God (in prayer) or having access to him, the 
connotation is subtly different, as it is the quality of God himself that inspires the ‘boldness,’ in God’s child.  The 
Christian approaches God on the basis of his promises (1 Jn 5:14), in faith (1 Tim 3:13), in hope (2 Cor 3:12), in Christ 
(Philemon 8), by his blood (Heb 10:19), and in his love (1 Jn 4:17).  What binds this all together is that we are ‘in him 
[Christ]’ and that enables us to approach ‘in boldness’. 
14.) Consider the flow of events in this passage.  To begin with, Paul tells us God has hidden the Gospel of Jesus from the 
Gentiles until just the right moment.  Next, by the structure of Paul’s writing he describes what God’s revelation leads us 
to do.  What would that be?  Revelation leads to prayer.  God speaks his gracious gifts, arousing in his children the 
impulse to thank and praise. 
15.) Paul says (in verses 8 and 9): To me, quite the least of all the saints, this grace was given: 
    to proclaim to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ; and to enlighten [all men] as to what is the 
administration of the mystery that was hidden for ages in the God who created all things 
What does that mean for us?  Through the hearing of the apostolic Word, every Christian participates in the personal 
experience of Jesus Christ (meaning we have received the criterion for appointment to the apostolic office).  And 
through union with Christ, every Christian gains access to the throne of God in such a personal way that Paul can 
make no greater claim.  For in Christ all the baptized have already been raised and exalted to sit with God in the 
heavenly places (Eph 2:6).  This passage, and especially Eph 2:18 and 3:12, is why Luther says (SC 3:2) With these 
words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all 
boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 


