
Ephesians Session 13 
Refutations Part 4 

Order as a Gift of the Spirit and an Image of Christ and the Church 
 

4b: Order “in the Lord”: Parents/Children, Masters/Slaves 
 

Wooden Translation 
Ephesians 6:1-9 
5 … 21 being subordinate to one another in the fear of Christ: … 
 
6 Children, heed your parents in the Lord, for this is righteous, 
      2 “Honor your father and mother” – which is the first commandment with a promise –  
      3 “that it may be well with you and you will be long-lived on the earth.” 
 
  4 And fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
      but raise them in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
 
  5 Slaves, heed your fleshly lords/masters with fear and trembling in the  
  sincerity of your heart, as to Christ, 
      6 not with eye-service, as if pleasing men, 
            but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the soul, 
      7 serving with a good attitude as to the Lord and not to men,  
      8 knowing that if one should do anything good, he will receive it back 
      from the Lord, whether [he is a] slave or free. 
 
  9 And lords/masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, 
  knowing that both their Lord and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with him. 
 
Comments and Questions 
1.)  See verse 1.  The phrase “in the Lord” modifies both the verb “heed” and the noun “parents,” so that 
the action of heeding is distinguished from simple obedience and so that parental objects are identified 
with Christ.  Thus, children are not enjoined to heed their parents simply because they gave birth to 
them, or have been set over them in authority.  Why are parents to be heeded?  Ordinary earthly 
relationships have been transformed by one’s Baptism into Christ.  Now, children are enjoined to 
heed their parents because their parents are earthly representatives of God himself.  Thus, to heed 
parents is to heed God.  (But also, if parents command what is contrary to God then they cease to be 
representatives of God to their children and should not be heeded. 
2.)  What was the consequence or punishment for being a rebellious son?  (See Ex 21:17; Deut 21:18-
21).  With Paul’s admonishment to “heed your parents in the Lord” why would this punishment be 
considered appropriate?  To rebel against a parent (God’s representatives) was to rebel against God.  
3.)  With these verses directing ‘heeding’, is Paul extending his words of submission (5:21) to imply 
“mutual submission” (everyone submitting to everyone else)?  No, he is directing appropriate 
submission.  In each relationship, one person is superordinate and another is subordinate. 
4.)  Is Paul then addressing a particular problem in the church in Ephesus or perhaps bolstering up some 
traditional structures of ancient society; or is he doing something else here?  He is establishing a 
Christological analogy.  That is the chief point of this pericope.  The two sections (children/fathers and 
slaves/masters) should be understood as continuing the Christ/church analogy. 



5.)  In verse 2 Paul appears to be quoting Exodus 20:12, but he does not quote it exactly.  What does he 
change and are these changes significant?  Why or why not?  Paul adds the comment about this being 
the first commandment with a promise (and this is not exactly true) (The prologue 20:4 contains a 
promise but not directly because of keeping a specific commandment).  Paul also omits the words 
discussing the specific land to be given to the Israelites.  Instead he says ‘on the earth.’  Not being 
specific about a piece of land makes sense because the Ephesians were not promised a specific piece 
of land (the Israelites were promised).  This is a significant change because the Christians are given the 
entire earth and its fruits, in accord with the original promise of creation. 
6.)  To be a slave (verses 5-6) in the ancient world was quite different than we understand it based on 
the British slave trade that resulted in people of color being enslaved in America.  And yet, it would have 
been quite countercultural for Paul to address ‘slaves’ directly, rather than just the masters.  Similarly, 
when Paul intercedes with Philemon for Onesimus the slave it is very countercultural.  Some say that 
this intercession (Paul for Onesimus) is an allegory of something much greater.  What might that be?  
The Gospel, Christ Jesus interceding with the Father on behalf of humanity.  Similarly, all Christians 
are ‘slaves’ of God, purchased and won from slavery to sin and the devil by the blood of Christ to be 
his slaves. (Rom. 6:16-23) 
7.)  Verse 5 ends with the phrase ‘as to Christ’.  Is Paul making a comparison (“as to Christ” = as if you 
were serving Christ) or simply stating a fact (”as to Christ” = because you are serving Christ?)  In 
everything we do we should do it as slaves of Christ.  Thus, Paul is saying ‘because you are serving 
Christ.’ 
8.)  Does Paul distinguish between the acts of the earthly lords/masters and their slaves?  Not really; 
slaves are subordinate to their lords ‘as to the Lord’ and lords are also subordinate to the Lord, which 
means they are to treat their slaves as the Lord treats the one subordinate to him (his wife – the 
church) 
9.)  What does it mean that ‘there is no partiality with God’ (verse 9)?  The impartiality of God means he 
condemns all equally under the Law (Rom. 2:11; 1 Pet 1:17) and redeems all without discrimination.  


