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What a joy to gather together for worship today! Thank you for being here. May God strengthen us in 

our faith in Him and in our fellowship with one another. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR requires a shared understanding of its mean-

ing, namely, that the body and blood of Christ are truly present in, with, and under the bread 

and wine. One who partakes of this sacrament without discerning the body of Christ eats and 

drinks judgement upon himself (1 Cor. 11:29). Those who recognize the real presence of Christ 

in this sacrament and have faith in these words, “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins,” are urged to participate. This is what we believe, teach, and confess. It is for this reason that we ask 

those who are not members of The Lutheran Church Missouri—Synod, to speak to the Pastor or Elder about 

participation before reception of the Lord’s Supper. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNION THIS MORNING, we invite you to partake in one of two ways.  

If you are in agreement with our understanding of this Holy Meal, come forward and receive it with us. If 

you are uncertain in your understanding of the Lord’s Supper, you and your family may still come forward 

for a blessing from the Pastor. Simply cross your arms over your heart when you are offered the bread and 

that is  a signal to the Pastor that you would like a blessing. We rejoice in the opportunity to worship to-

gether with you. 

IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE COMMUNION ELEMENTS, two types of communion wafers are offered. The one 

offered by hand contains gluten. If you prefer a gluten free wafer, simply reach for it yourself in the smaller 

container in the middle of the paten (the plate holding the wafers). 

Red wine is offered during the distribution. In the center of the individual cup tray you will see cups that   

appear to contain white wine. They actually contain dealcoholized wine (less than 0.5% alcohol). These cups 

are intended for those who cannot have alcohol in their diet. Please leave these cups for those whose diet 

requires it. 

CHILDREN… 

 Worship is a family event, and children are always welcomed with open arms. 

 “Quiet Bags” for children are in the narthex. Please return the bags after worship. 

 If you desire, a nursery is available for children four and under. It is located in the 

hallway to your left as you entered the narthex. If it becomes necessary for you to 

have some private time with your child during the service, a cry room (where you can still partici-

pate in the service) is also located in the same hallway. 
 

HEARING EQUIPMENT & LARGE PRINT BULLETINS  

ARE AVAILABLE.  PLEASE ASK AN USHER. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
www.peacelutherannw.org 

 God’s family united to 

… Preach God’s Word 

… Teach God’s Grace 

… Reach God’s World 
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PRE-SERVICE CHRISTMAS HYMN SING   (Choose from the blue laminated sheet found in pew rack) 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
HYMN OF INVOCATION 

Savior of the Nations, Come ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... LSB 332 

 

Please Rise as You Are Able 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                                                                   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                                                 1 John 1:8-9 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal pun-

ishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glo-

ry of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

INTROIT FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT                              Ps. 25:1–3; antiphon: Zech. 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 

To you, O LORD, 

I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                                                   LSB 357 st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

COLLECT FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P  Let us pray. 

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

Please Be Seated 

OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 64:1–9 

1
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
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2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3
When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4
From of old no one has heard 

or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides you, 

who acts for those who wait for him. 
5
You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6
We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7
There is no one who calls upon your name, 

who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8
But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 
9
Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 

and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT         Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

C Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 Behold, your king is coming to you; 

  righteous and having salvation. 

 Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                                1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 
5
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 

6
even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 

7
so that you are not lacking 

in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8
who will sustain you 

to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9
God is faithful, by whom you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                               Edited Hymn LSB 336; Sung to tune LSB 367 

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

    Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing,  

    Shall their true Messiah see. 
 

3 Those dear tokens of His passion 

    Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

    To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture,  

    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

    High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
 

Public domain 
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Please Rise As You Are Able 

HOLY GOSPEL            Mark 13:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

24
[Jesus said:] “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light,  
25

and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26

And 

then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
27

And then he 

will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 
28

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29

So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30

Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things take place. 
31

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 
32

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father. 
33

Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time 

will come. 
34

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35

Therefore stay 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 
36

lest he come suddenly and find you 

asleep. 
37

And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES' CREED  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen.  

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the whole 

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

Please Be Seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Children please come forward) 
 

SERMON HYMN 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. LSB 341 
 

Please Be Seated 

SERMON 

“Ready Or Not, Here I Come” ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Mark 13:33 

 

Please Rise As You Are Able 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                            [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our 

Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us 

grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 

teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us 

all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blind-

ed and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number 

of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of 

both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your 

good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend __________ and all who are in 

need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at 

peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten 

or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn 

from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mer-

cy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forev-

er. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

OFFERING 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

Please Rise As You Are Able 

PREFACE   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son 

in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His 

body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks 

for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, 

He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may 

receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of 

His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Fa-

ther, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER         Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, 

we receive His testament: 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old   
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© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013512. 

Public domain 
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PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord                                                                             John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God                                                                                                    John 1:29 

 
 

 

Please Be Seated 

DISTRIBUTION 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying: 
 

The true body of Christ, given for you. Amen.      The true blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace.   

C Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Prepare the Royal Highway …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. LSB 343 

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… LSB 355 

Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. LSB 350 

O Bride of Christ, Rejoice ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… LSB 335 
 

Please Rise 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 

 

BENEDICAMUS  and BENEDICTION                                                                                                              

P Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                            [Psalm 103:1]  

C Thanks be to God.                                                                                               
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.                           Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

The Advent of Our King ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. LSB 331 
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