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From The Pastor
WHAT DOES LENT MEAN TO YOU?

Inside this issue:

Every time I think of Lent, I am reminded of the hymn:
I gave My life for thee,
My precious blood I shed,
That thou mightiest ransomed be
And quickened from the dead.
I gave My life for thee;
What hast thou given for Me? (TLH #405 Old 120th Psalter- Thomas Este)
Whenever I reflect on the words of this verse, I am overcome with the Lord
Jesus' intense demonstration of His embracing love for me. It humbles me to
the point of appreciation and thankfulness that I am willing to do anything
even willing to die with Him, since that is the payment He made for the
judgement of my sin.
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If His dying love for you has touched your heart, what are you willing to give of
yourself in expression of thanksgiving this Lenten season?
Whenever I reflect on the words of this verse, I am overcome with the Lord
Jesus' intense demonstration of His embracing love for me. It humbles me to
the point of appreciation and thankfulness that I am willing to do anything
even willing to die with Him, since that is the payment He made for the
judgement of my sin.
If His dying love for you has touched your heart, what are you willing to give of
yourself in expression of thanksgiving this Lenten season? This statement raises
a red flag of self-righteousness and not the attitude of self-denial that Lent
stands for.

Special points of interest:


...what are you willing to
give of…

As we truthfully reflect with introspection on the theme of self-denial during
Lent, we find ourselves in the same ambivalent quandary as St. Paul states in
Romans 7:15-18(KJV)



The Lord designed
change…



...throwing things at the
wall…

15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I
hate, that do I. 16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law
that it is good. 17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in
me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.



Be reminded of what
Christ has done...



...I wanted to take a
second to share...



Release me from the
could nots...

That is why Paul told the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 15:31 (KJV)
Continued on page 2

(continued from page 1)
I die daily. And that is also why he told the Galatians in Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Therefore, my prayer for you as a Christian is that you will this Lenten season humbly demonstrate a
self-denial attitude.
Pastor Mick
WORDS FROM GLORIAN
It was interesting and painful to watch as our family went through change as our first daughter, Beth, left
home to attend College. Her youngest sister, Joy, was extremely upset to see her leave. Joy said to her, "Do
you know how hard it is to see you leave?' Beth replied, "Do you know how hard it was to see you come?"
Beth did say she was sorry for being so blunt, but she was right. When a new child came, there was a change
in the family order. Everyone had to shift and make room for new changes. Our family continues to change
as weddings, births and deaths occur.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven. The Lord designed
change, morning turns into evening, sorrow can turn to joy, weeping can turn to rejoicing. The Lord states
that from glory to glory He is changing us His likeness and image to see in us. Guess what? He changes not,
we are the ones that are in the process of change.
As we at Peace prepare for many new changes in 2018, may the Lord keep us pliable, tender and understanding. In Col. 1:17 it states, And He is before all things and in Him all things consist? That word consist
means cohere, are held together. The Lord who is gracious and merciful will continue to hold us together as
He is the Head of His body the Church. What confidence this brings as we prepare for changes in our family,
our life and our Church.

Elders Corner

Seeing What Sticks

Ever heard the old expression, “throwing things at the wall, and seeing what sticks?” It generally
means that one is trying out several different approaches to a problem, and that you’re trying to figure which one is the best or most effective. All of our efforts to spread the good news of Christ will always have
some element of “throwing things at the wall.” It’s the second cousin to the parable of the mustard seed….the
idea that our spreading the word of God is like a farmer spreading seed. Some of it will land in thorny brush
and be choked. Some of it will land on rocks and not take root. But sometimes, it will land in good soil, take
root, and grow to yield an abundant spiritual crop.
I’ve been reading with interest the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod’s February focus on the domestic work of
the Office of National Mission. The idea of missionary work overseas, and the preaching of the Gospel in some
foreign and unchurched land, may have a bit more glamour or romanticism to it, yet we forget sometimes
about the missionary work that needs to be done in our own back yard…in our own inner cities and our rural
areas. The emphasis on church-planting – establishing new churches in previously unserved or underserved
areas – is certainly nothing new, with one theologian describing it as still "the single most effective evangelistic
methodology under heaven.” But I like the spiritual reminder that the need to spread the good news of Christ
in our own communities may be growing faster than our need to take the Gospel to other nations.
We must never relent in our efforts to sow the seed of Christ’s word. We must always be throwing out seed, or
throwing things at the wall. Some of them will “stick”. Some of them will take root. Some of them will be met
Continued on page 3
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with indifference, or even hostility. But we must never get discouraged in this goal of, as the LCMS page says,
“delivering the Gospel to people of diverse backgrounds, and to those misled by a post-modern culture.” If that
means we need to be throwing out more seed in our own cities and countrysides, and trying new ways to do it,
let’s get started.
In Christ’s Service
Ross Lytle
Board of Elders

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of
others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to
demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a
gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and
in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we
grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do
we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we
don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to
check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the
Scriptures assign to it.
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is
a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, He
became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord
on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is
part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious work of
the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart has grown
cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen
to it preached in the Divine Service.
Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your
faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.
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As a Science and Math teacher at Peace, I want my students to see that that there is STREAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, Math) in many aspects of our lives if not all. I asked the students to tell me how STREAM was going to
be part of their lives, and I wanted to take a second to share with you a paragraph from a 7th grade student:
How STREAM will help us in school and beyond
STREAM teaches us Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Religion, and Mathematics. The way that STREAM
will benefit me in my future classes during high school is because I plan on taking a lot of art, math, and science
to prepare me for a great career, and religion will be there to guide me in my choices. STREAM will apply in my
future past high school because Science, and most importantly Math, apply to all careers I may want to explore,
but Religion will be part of everything that I do.
I challenge you to help our students see that all things are interconnected and they can be or do anything that they set
their minds to. Keep in mind that if we give the student a fish they will eat for a day but, if we show them how to fish
they will eat always. Take a student fishing and show them what the future holds.
JT

Come one-Come All!
for our 11th Annual Chili & Cornbread Cook Off.

Awards

st
Judges’: 1 Place Chili
1st Place Cornbread

People’s Chili
Choice: Cornbread

The Knots Prayer
Dear God,
please untie the knots
that are in my mind,
my heart and my life.
Remove the have nots,
the can nots and the do nots
that I have in my mind.
Erase the will nots,
may nots, and
might nots that find
a home in my heart.
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Release me from the could nots,
would nots and
should nots that obstruct my life.
And most of all, dear God,
I ask that you remove from my mind
my heart and my life all of the am nots
that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought
that I am not good enough.
Amen.
(author known to God)
Prints of Peace

