PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL
Our Mission: God’s family united to…, ...Preach God’s Word, ...Teach God’s Grace, ...Reach God’s World
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Dear Friends in Christ,
As we enter the month of July the nation is turning its focus to July 4th
celebrations. If my math is correct, we should be celebrating 242 years as a nation of
united states. When you think of the people who immigrated to America there was a
change in identity. People were from several different countries but in America they
became Americans. We had Polish, Irish, German, English, Italian, Czech, Dutch, Danish,
Swedish, Norwegian and many other countries. The first generation of immigrants usually
spoke their native tongue but they required their children to learn English and identify as
Americans. So, America became the melting pot of nations which formed a new identity as
Americans. Our belief system was and still is different than other nations. America is all
about helping and protecting others. We are usually the first nation to respond to natural
disasters around the world. It’s what Americans do. Some would say it’s in our DNA.
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In the church we have similar celebrations although with much less fanfare. Our
celebration is also centered around a new identity. As many immigrants came from
multiple continents and became Americans, Colossians 1:13 says, “He has delivered us
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son…” In
this new kingdom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin! We have a new identity!
Those in Christ are a new creation. The old has passed away; look, the new has come
(2 Corinthians 5:17).
With this new identity comes a new personality and outlook on life. In the old world we
were selfish to the core (see Galatians 5:19-21). We used and abused others for our own
gain. In the new kingdom, the kingdom of Christ, we are given new DNA. Instead of being
selfish, we are now selfless. We look out for the needs of others. We serve others. We
protect others. We encourage and build others up. Why? Because we are a totally new
creation. Think of the Second Table of the Law (Commandments 4-10). Each
commandment is about serving our neighbor. We obey all authority (4). We protect life (5).
We are faithful (6). We protect the “stuff” of others (7). We are truthful (8). We are content
with what God has given us (9-10).
At Peace Lutheran Church and School, we are all about taking care of the needs of others.
Some needs may be financial while others may be a short visit to talk about the Mariners,
Seahawks…or Cardinals! A big need in our area is spiritual. Many have no idea we have a
real God who really comes to us and reaches into the deep places of our lives where we’re
Continued on Page 2
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hurt and bruised. He brings a soothing word and healing salve (Malachi 4:2). They don’t realize God’s Word, not only
does what it says it will do but has the authority to do it. That is why we feel better after being in Divine Service and Bible
study. We hear God’s Word and it does its work and we walk out all the better.
Dear friends, I encourage you to continue walking as God’s new creation, serving others, and sitting under the Lord
Christs’ good Word of healing and salvation. Continue praying for your family and friends who are hurting. Continue
praying that the God of creation will rise up, in this land, and burst forth with His bright light of salvation so that His
kingdom and will would be done in this land!
Celebrating new life in Christ with you,
Pastor Brynestad

Stewardship From A Wise Christian Perspective
While helping my wife go through some of her parent’s papers and memorabilia, I came across
some papers written by one of my wife’s uncles. He was a true man of God, in that he always gave a
wise saying before the Saturday morning bible class at church. Most of the sayings were his own
writings and reflections from a life well lived and through the eyes of a Christian perspective. The
topics were within a wide range of subjects. While reading these sayings, I came across several wise
sayings that brought me the subject of this quarter’s article. I would like to share some of them with
you:
A. “It’s the heart not the mind that counts with God”.
B. “We are not called to be successful, but to be faithful”.
C. “Concentrate on how good God is”.
D. “Thanksgiving is not just one day a year, but a lifestyle. Evil doesn’t exist in thanksgiving and
gratitude”.
E. “Tithe if you love Jesus, anybody can Honk!”
Wow, what powerful words to a very touchy subject with most people. I think we forget that, as
Pastor Brynestad has said before, “God doesn’t need our money, besides its his already!” I bring this
up because during this summer season when we are anticipating going on vacations, or visiting out
of town relatives or friends, or even just getting away for a couple of weeks at a relaxing place, we
still will be absent from Peace Lutheran and more than likely not tithing like we normally do. God
wants us to rest and relax and get our minds focused on him and reaching others with the Gospel.
However, we still want and need to support the mission of our church while away for extended
periods. This becomes a dilemma when we stop and think about it in the context of our human
nature. Why don’t we just follow God’s guidance and put things in his perspective? We tithe, not
for ourselves, but for the work of the Church as God has commanded. That should make it an easy
thing to accomplish, but our selfishness and sin get the best of us.
During this summer season, I would like for you to consider either signing up for automatic
withdrawal, or a plan that fits your needs to cover the timeframe that you will be gone. Prayerfully
consider choosing what is right for your family and your family at Peace. May your vacation time
be a time of peace and relaxation and may God extend his traveling mercies to you and your family.
In His service,
Darrell
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Helping Hands
The day started like any other day. I arrived by ferry into Seattle and made my way toward my office. I stopped at the local
Starbucks and picked up my bad habit of a Venti Raspberry White Chocolate Mocha. One of the many blessings from God
on this earth. Following the first glorious sip my cell phone rang. The moment I picked it up all I could hear was screaming
on the other end and complete panic! “Honey, what is it?” “YOU HAVE TO GET HOME NOW! THE WASHING MACHINE
UPSTAIRS IS FLOODING THE HOUSE! I CAN’T STOP IT!” Upon that statement, terror raced through my mind as visions
of our house on dry land gave way to owning a new boat house. Always thought that a boat house would be cool but not
like this. “Don’t panic sweetie, I will call for help. My next ferry is not for an hour, but I will be on it”. I sat there for a second
and thought “Dear God, who can I call?” Next thought DAD! CHECK! Called dad. He’s heading over ASAP! Next call to our
friend Tony that is a contractor. Reached him but he is 30 minutes out! OUCH! Panic swept over me like a tsunami that
can’t be stopped. Guide me Lord! CARMEN! Our neighbor! Reached her at work but her daughter is home from college!
“SEND HER OVER PLEASE and BRING TOWELS! LOTS OF THEM!” Back on the phone with my sweetie hoping she
was not treading water at this point. “Calvary is on the way darling. Dad, Tony, and Carmen’s daughter. Hang in their
sweetie.” I could hear in the background the neighbor’s daughter was already there. A wave of calm soothed Amy’s voice
as she welcomed Samantha, but I could hear other voices. Apparently, the neighbor was having their bathroom remodeled
and two contractors were there to help. Myself, I was in a ferry terminal in Seattle feeling helpless but thanking God for
when you bring it to Him in prayer He sure does deliver.
I finally did make it home and fortunately the house was not badly damaged. We have a couple areas to dry out and it
looks like we are going to be just fine. Thankfully, my vision of a boat house will gladly be put on hold. Our washing
machine though, that is another story. I don’t have a boat or I would have had a new boat anchor so I called up Habitat for
Humanity and they had need for a boat anchor or at least some scrap metal. Next dilemma…we need a truck and
someone to help carry the boat anchor of a washing machine downstairs. Who is next God? DAVID! My second cousin
David made the mistake of picking up the phone. He was just on his way home from work and was now making a detour to
our house. No truck but a young buck to throw his muscles into helping us and he brought his neighbor to help. Now, we
just need a truck. Our neighbor on the other side of us had a truck! Amy went over, and they handed us the keys! WOW!
That is trust!
Basically, in the time from 9am to 4pm we had 8 people from 5 different areas guided to us by God. We got the house
cleaned up, the washing machine KICKED off the truck at Habitat for Humanity (God provided even more for they gave us
a donation receipt!), and even washed A TON of towels at the laundromat. Yes, we are a little tired but filled with calming
seas that no longer are disturbed by a single ripple because God reminded us we are not alone in this great world of His.
We are surrounded by neighbors on every side of us and even from areas we do not expect. Who do you know out there
that might need a helping hand? Does your neighbor’s lawn need mowing, does someone need help moving, or does
someone just need someone to pray with? We are all blessed in so many ways so why not share our gifts, our love, and
our helping hands with others.
In God's Service,
Wes
Elder
Disclaimer: Characters in this story are real and so is the story! I was trying to think of an article to write and God gave me
a helping hand.
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A Christian
Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state accepted a call to a church in Houston, Texas. Some
weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride the bus from his home to the downtown area.
When he sat down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too much
change. As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, 'You'd better give the quarter back. It
would be wrong to keep it.' Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter. Who would worry
about this little amount? Anyway, the bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss it.
Accept it as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet.'
When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and then he handed the quarter to the
driver and said, 'Here, you gave me too much change '
The driver, with a smile, replied, 'Aren't you the new preacher in town?'
'Yes' he replied.
'Well, I have been thinking a lot lately about going somewhere to worship. I just wanted to see
what you would do if I gave you too much change. I'll see you at church.'
When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and
said, 'Oh God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter.'
Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. This is a beautiful example of how much
people watch us as Christians, and will put us to the test! Always be on guard -- and remember -You carry the name of Christ on your shoulders when you call yourself ’Christian.'
Watch your thoughts; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits.
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character;
it becomes your destiny.
The Will of God will never take you to
where the Grace of God will not PROTECT you...
Stay FAITHFUL and Be GRATEFUL
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We Are Free In Christ Alone
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery” (Gal. 5:1).
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are
right to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties: the freedom to gather together in worship
and to live out what we believe in our daily lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age has devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a
freedom for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness: a license to do
what we want, when we want.
This license is a submission, again, to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire
when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires, slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our sinful desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put
to death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in
righteousness and purity.
In Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to
do our duty and bear fruits of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the church.
God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He
calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts
He gives to us in His service. God calls parents to provide for their children and raise them in the fear
and admonition of the Lord. And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for
them when they are no longer able to do so themselves.
God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls
citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to
preach and teach the Gospel as well as repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers
to support those who teach them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the
freedom and liberty to do our duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery.
Our God is an awesome God
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power and love
Our God is an awesome God!

Judgment and wrath He poured out on Sodom
Mercy and grace He gave us at the cross
I hope that we have not too quickly forgotten
That our God is an awesome God!

And when the sky was starless in the void of the night

Our God is an awesome God

Our God is an awesome God

He reigns from heaven above

He spoke into the darkness and created the light

With wisdom, power and love

Our God is an awesome God

Our God is an awesome God!
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News Release
Come and join us July 16th thru 20th 9am ~ Noon
For VBS 2018 sponsored by Peace Lutheran Church
Are your kids ready to launch into hyperdrive this summer?
They won’t want to miss a minute at Time Lab, the most welcoming place around!
At Time Lab, kids will discover Jesus from eternity past to eternity
future as they enjoy songs, crafts, games, goodies, and dramas.
Vacation Bible School at Time Lab will be a quantum leap
of fun and excitement, so contact us today! We’re calling all
time travelers to join us for an amazing adventure!

Registration forms available through the Church Office
ONLINE registration through our Church website.

Summer has begun for Pack 4506. Recently one of our AOL scouts hosted an event at Skateland Roller Rink as part of
his requirement to rank. We have another AOL scout planning a Nerf War at Blueberry Park on June 25th at 6pm. Each
AOL Scout is required to plan and host an event of their choosing in preparation for their upcoming cross over into Boy
Scouts where they will be expected to plan their year and all of their events on their own. This is an important life skill to
learn to help them plan ahead and be well prepared for any circumstance.
We are going to be participating in Relay for Life, Saturday June 23rd at Pendergast soccer fields. We will be walking with
cancer survivors and everyone who has been affected by cancer. It is a great honor to be part of this annual event that
provides hope, unity, and support for one another.
We are looking forward also to our annual day camps coming up in mid July. This year’s theme is North to Alaska. New
this year they are also offering an alternative day camp for those with sensory needs which will be
held in July at Game Farm Wilderness Park in Auburn.
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6
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9:30– 11:30 AM PARISH
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28

7
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17 5 PM EVANGELISM BD 18

AFTER BOTH SERVICES
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8 AM MONDAY MORNING
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31
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6 PM PARISH ED.

