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As we grow together …
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time…



He will be at the
center…



We are adopted
sons…



We would like to...

In our Sunday School class we are revisiting the foundational teachings of the
Christian faith as presented in Dr. Luther’s Small Catechism. For some it may
seem elementary while for others it may bring a whole new light to what we
believe and teach as Lutheran Christians. Either way, it’s good to go back to the
basics to reestablish a solid foundation.
As a youngster we use to sing a song about a foolish man who built
his house upon the sand. The rains came down and the floods came
up and the house on the sand went smash. The second verse was
about a wise man who built his house upon the rock. The rains came and the
floods rose but the house stood fast. The final verse interpreted the song in light
of Christ. We are to build our house/lives on the rock of Jesus Christ and no
matter what happens we will endure.
I always thought it was a cute song until we lived in a house which was literally
built on sand. The soil would swell and shrink with heavy rains and the hot, dry
summers. The result being the foundations of all the houses in the city would
shift causing cracks in the walls of the homes. We had to dig cement pillars under
our house to try to stabilize the foundation.
Revisiting the Small Catechism will help to solidify the foundation on which the
teachings of scripture will be built. Ephesians 2:19-22 says you are “saints and
members of the household of God, build on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”
As we grow together as the body of Christ, the church becomes stronger. The
enemy, the world, and our own sinful flesh will throw all sorts of “stuff” at the
church but since it is built on the rock of Jesus Christ...the church will stand and
the gates of hell cannot and will not prevail against it!
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I encourage each and everyone to continue gathering together for Word and Sacrament along with the
foundational teaching from the Small Catechism.
Building the church with you,
Pastor Brynestad

I would first like to thank all those that participated in the voters meeting for electing me as your
church Vice President. I know some of you over the years but others I am looking forward to
meeting. Thank you. I thought a little bio might help you know me better.
I have been the Church President for over 6 years at Memorial and held the office of Head trustee
before that. I have been serving on the board almost non-stop since 2000. The only time off was
when I was stationed in Hawaii for 3 years on a submarine out there. My passion has always been
to serve the congregation in a very responsible manner.
I am also a Stephen Leader and am qualified to train Stephen Ministers. If being a good Christian
listener to walk with someone through troubled times is your passion, this is a wonderful way to
help others. This is a wonderful ministry and I would be happy to answer any questions you may
have. Hopefully I can bring this ministry to our church.
I am strong believer that everyone should be part of small group bible studies. I also am a strong
believer in serving the community. Our bible study group set a goal to do one community project
a quarter and meet every month for a social activity (usually Trivia at Arena Bar and Grill). We are
currently partnered with helping Coffee Oasis with various projects. We plan on continuing this
partnership as well as helping the Bremerton Food line this winter and the Kiwanis Park Egg hunt
next spring. Not just as representatives of our Bible Study Group, but some of us as members of
Peace Lutheran Church and School.
I see energetic changes from this church and very passionate people helping in all areas. This is an
exciting time to be here. There is strong encouragement for each other and support. I hope we all
continue in this growth.
Again, thank you,
Jeff
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Nurturing Your Faith
I was over at a friend’s house the other day, and I was admiring how green his lawn was. Mine, like most,
is a brown carpet by now. I try and care for it. Unlike him however, I am not as consistent as he is. I care
for it off and on, but due to life’s many distractions, it often gets neglected.
Our faith is like that as well. Instead of continually nurturing it through His word and sacrament, we
often let life’s distractions get in the way. We even come up with excuses of why we can’t feed our faith.
However, in the end, the result is the same. We separate ourselves from Christ and we wither. (John 15:5).
So this summer, don’t forget to nurture your faith. Make sure you take time out and visit the local LCMS
congregation. Take your devotion with you on your travels. As St. Paul says, “…faith comes from hearing,
and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17) Receive the “bread of life” and live.
“Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feed on Thee today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Thy grace divine.” (Henry Jacobs, TLH 314)
Dan
Elder

Where did summer go?? It seems like we were just wrapping up the school year a couple of weeks ago, and
now we are a few weeks away from starting a new year. Each year brings new and exciting things – new
teachers, new students, and new routines. While we don’t know for sure what the future holds, we do know
that God is blessing our church and school. He will be at the center of all that we do each and every day.
Our teachers will be coming back to school on August 15, and our opening day of school is August 29.
Please keep our enrollment in your prayers as well as the teachers, staff, and students of Peace Lutheran
School as we gear up for the 2018-2019 school year.
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We love because He first loved us
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a
moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the
abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke
21:3).
And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of
her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made
her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power
of the devil, who called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to
do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she
had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to give
small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.
We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one
true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts
because we are not content with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ.
And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by
those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.
So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12).
But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity
for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without care for
our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, without resources for the poor and needy
– in short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us.
For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor
(Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is
a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you
need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your
community, your church.
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Fantastic Taco Casserole
1 1⁄2 lbs ground beef
1 large onion, finely chopped
2 tablespoons minced fresh garlic (or to taste)
1 bell pepper (use red or green, seeded and chopped)
seasoning salt
black pepper
1 cup water
2 teaspoons dried chili pepper flakes (or to taste)
1 (215 ml) bottle taco sauce (can use two bottles of taco sauce if desired)
2 (4 ounce) cans diced green chilies
1 (14 ounce) sliced ripe olives, drained and divided (can use green or black()
1 (1 1/4 ounce) package taco seasoning mix
1 (4 1/2 ounce) package taco shells or 1 (4 1/2 ounce) package white corn tortillas, broken into pieces
4 cups shredded cheddar cheese, divided
1 large firm tomatoes (can use 2 tomatoes)
3 sliced green onions (optional)
DIRECTIONS
Set oven to 350 degrees.
Cook beef, onion, bell pepper, chili flakes and garlic until beef is no longer pink; drain then season with seasoning salt and black
pepper (or cayenne pepper).
Stir in water, taco sauce, green chiles, half of the olives and taco seasoning mix (you can use 2 packages of seasoning mix if desired
for this).
Cook over low heat for about 6-8 minutes.
Layer HALF of broken shells on bottom of greased 13x9 baking pan; cover with HALF of meat sauce, then sprinkle with 2 cups (or to
taste) cheddar cheese.
Repeat with remaining broken taco shells, meat sauce and then top with remaining cheese (to prevent the cheese from getting hard,
you can sprinkle on the last 10 minutes before the end of baking time and return to oven until melted).
Bake for 20 minutes or until bubbly, and cheese is melted.
After baking, sprinkle with remaining olives, tomatoes and green onions.

Praise the Lord!!

We had an average of 100 children per day. We would like to give
a huge thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that dedicated their time and energy, to help
make our VBS program a great success
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