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Dear Saints at Peace, 

        Amazingly, we are already entering into October!  Where has 
the time gone?  It seems as if just yesterday it was springtime and 

already the days are getting shorter and the nights colder.     

Baseball is winding down and football has already taken over the 
news!  Before we know it, it will be Christmas and the dead of winter!  Before we 

get too far ahead of ourselves and look to Christmas, we have to see what   

happened in October.  It is an event that changed the perception of everything, 
including Christmas!  On October 31, 1517, a little known monk nailed 95 points 

of conversation on the community bulletin board (the Castle Church door in 

Wittenberg, Germany).  That insignificant event started a whirlwind of change 
for millions of people!   

In the time of Dr. Martin Luther, the church viewed ones relationship with 

God as a matter of the individuals doing.  It was the individual who was to do 
good, be good, give much, and serve God.  Failure to achieve extended time in 

purgatory getting ones sins purged from them.  The result was a God of        

perfection and wrath.  Life with God was a burden and guilt ridden.  Dr. Luther’s 
perspective of God was one of a taskmaster.  However, a strange thing         

happened.  While studying the scriptures, Dr. Luther read that the righteous 

shall live by faith (Gal. 3:11, Rom. 1:17).  This was a totally different perspective 
which opened up all the scriptures to and for him.  

Righteousness or right standing with God was based on faith and that faith 

was a gift from God!  Luther began to see that it was God who did all things for 
us and not the other way around.  It was God who chose us, who paid the    

penalty for our mess-ups, who washed us clean, who clothed us in his robes of 

righteousness, who seated us in a place of honor, and the one who feeds and 
sustains us in the one true faith.  It was Christ who was the door, opening up for 

us the gates of heaven (John 10:7).  It was Christ who was the good shepherd of 

our souls and who laid down his life for us (John 10:1)!  It was Christ who was 

the bread of life (John 6:35). The bread that nourishes and sustains us as we 
walk through this valley of the shadow of death.  It was the Lord Christ who was 

the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  It was Jesus who was the light of the 

world (John 8:12).  What Dr. Luther saw was that our relationship with God was 
and is based totally on the work or merits of Christ! 

This change of perspective revolutionized the church.  Instead of being a 

burden of “serving” God, along with all the others one has to serve, church     

became a place of refuge!  It became a place of safety and freedom. In that safe 

place, God served his people.  There was a newfound freedom in church.  This 

freedom caused people to change their perspective of themselves and the   
ministry to others.  Life returned to the church!  Singing filled the sanctuary.  

Laughter and sounds of joy filled the church halls as the love of Christ was being 

extended to one’s neighbor. 
Continued on page 2 
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Old Baggage 

Having gone to college at Bowling Green, a mid-sized university in the Ohio corn belt, I was excited to get a 
chance to go down to Oregon see the BG Falcon football team play the Ducks in Eugene a couple of weeks 
ago.  The Falcons only make it out to the Pacific Northwest about once every 20 years, and this was the first 
time they had come to Oregon or Washington since I moved out here.  So when the Alumni Association 
offered a tailgating-and-game-ticket package, I jumped at the chance.  

But I have to admit, I found the whole experience pretty underwhelming.  There was no one I knew, or even 
recognized, in the smattering of alumni at the tailgate party.  Throw in the fact that my alma mater got 
mauled by a PAC-12 powerhouse on the field.  Throw in the fact that I almost got miserably lost on the      
Oregon campus. But no…something else was missing.  There was a part of me that was hoping, if just for a 
couple of hours, to feel like a freshman again.  But the only feeling that struck me was an intense realization 
of how long ago and far away it all was.   

 I started thinking how many old and stale things we all continuously carry with us, that we need to mourn 
and then cast off from our lives. Absolutely, we should cast off and bury, speedily and determinedly, the toxic 
things in our past:  hurtful things we have said and done, betrayals of trust, addictions, just to name a few. 
But how many other things from our past do we carry with us that, though not necessarily bad or hurtful, 
just serve as extra baggage in our lives:  that “dream” job you got passed over for, that old flame that is    
never coming back, that physique you had when you were 20.  I’m not knocking a little healthy nostalgia now 
and then, but too much dwelling on either the toxic things, or the baggage, can detract from our focus on 
Christ and His mission.  

When Isaiah says, 

        Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new  
        thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and  
        rivers in the desert.  (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

He is talking about the things that are yet to be done by we servants of the Lord…things with a goal of 
spreading Christ’s word and His mission. 

        For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to  
        give you a future and a hope.  (Jeremiah 29 :11) 

Christ has great things in store for us…. if we can drop the old baggage long enough to follow Him. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Ross  
Board of Elders 
 

Today, we see and hear the symptoms of changed perspectives at Peace Lutheran Church and 

School!  People are and are being set free from the burdens and guilt dumped on them from sin, the 
devil, and the world.  Laughter and the sounds of joyous singing are ringing throughout the church 

and school.  People want to hear what Christ has done for them.  They want to be a part of the   

ministry God has gifted this congregation. 
So this October let the love of Christ burst forth as we look forward with great anticipation what 

God has in store for the church, the school, and our community! 

In Christ with you, 
Pastor  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jer+29:11
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Children of God 

Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruction and Word of 

God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 

Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6).  

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing fruits of the Spirit 

given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing what our 

Father said, we’re also doing what He did. 

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they often carry many of the same mannerisms and characteristics as 

their parents, but there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more mundane level. They watch how 

their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, how they do and say most      

everything.  

And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be uncomfortable and   

embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something less than polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms thrive on these 

situations. It only happens because children emulate their parents because they want to be like them. 

We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared of 

Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His 

own. He takes away all our sins, and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit, by 

which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  

We are born again, born from above, born of water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of 

God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The 

inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all 

eternity.  

And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father. We 

want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the Church because we have         

witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.  

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire to give          

ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism teaches in the 

Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  

“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our     

prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 

bread with thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and 

needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or 

wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-

control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”  

In other words, God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds. 

Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week to set aside a 

generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the Church.  

We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace, want to      

emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents. 
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Fall is in the air! The crisp mornings, sunny afternoons, and seasonal changes are beautiful reminders of 

God’s care.  As this school year starts, I’m reminded of the many blessings that Peace gives to these           

students. The biggest is sharing a faith which tells them that, no matter what, God loves them and sees them 

through the love of Christ. I witness this daily in the classroom and on the playground. Just last week, a 1st 

grade girl was upset on the playground. As I was walking over to talk with her, a 3rd grade boy was already 

there. He asked if she was ok and if there was anything he could do to help her feel better. That was all the 

girl needed – to know that she was seen and that someone cared about her. The sharing of God’s 

love is powerful. My prayer is that we remember we are all children of God. Please add your name 

to a person on our bulletin board to remind yourself that YOU ARE A BELOVED CHILD OF GOD!  

Blessings to you all,  

Suzanne  

Pack 4506 News 

  Last week was our first Den meeting! We have a lot of upcoming events: The Webelo’s are 
going to be going on a hike for Webelos Walkabout for a total of 3 miles. They will also be 

working on their Outdoor Code and Leave No Trace requirements. In addition, they will be       visiting a con-
struction site to learn more about construction careers. Our AOL den is working on creating their den flag in 
preparation for cross over into Boy Scouts next year. They are going to be visiting Troop 1540 at Crossroads 
Church this coming Monday September 17th, along with several other local Boys Scout Troops over the course 
of the next few months, so they can choose which Troop they would like to join next year. 

Our cub scouts continue to sell their popcorn at local sites throughout the county. If 
you see a scout from Pack 4506 selling popcorn we would love your support. They are 
working hard at getting all of the popcorn sold. This money helps the   individual 
scout and the pack do fun things throughout the year.  

If you know of anyone looking for a pack let them know about Pack 4506 .   Enroll-
ment is from 1st grade thru 5th grade. We meet at Peace Lutheran Church on Monday Nights at 6:30pm. 

BUILDING WITH GOD                                                                                                                           

For we are God's fellow workers; you are . . .  
God’s building. 1 Corinthians 3:9  

This church is being built by God," said the sign on the     

construction site. Under those words someone had 

scrawled, “Plumbing by Johnson and Son." There's more 

truth than fiction to such thinking when it comes to building 

God's invisible church of believers in Christ. 

The Master Builder is hiring. Those whom the Spirit brings 

into God’s church become members of his construction 

team–no ifs, ands, or buts about it. Their work is not to 
create faith in people—

Continued on page 6 



Page 6 

Your Need, Our Blessings 

 

Isaiah 58:10 says "If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness.”  
 

Our congregation and community have many needs.  We are blessed with abilities to serve in various ways.  
God has placed on our hearts to create an outreach to learn, teach, receive, and grow in the blessing of     
service to one another in our congregation and our community.  
 

We would like to create "Service Saturdays", one morning per month where we can come together as a    
congregation to better serve those in need.  We will first learn to serve one another within our congregation, 
then expand to serve those outside of our congregation.  This teaches us the love of God and how He        
provides for us the ability to serve and be served.  Both are important and both are blessings.  It is why we 
are here.  It is also important to teach our future generations how to better serve.  Life can be so busy but we 
often find ourselves being busy without focusing on what is most important, loving service to others. 
 

We plan to have a box in the narthex for our congregation to place requests for assistance that our           
stewardship board will monitor.  We will place each service opportunity in the bulletin.  The box will read 
"Your Need, Our Blessings".  Our stewardship board will prayerfully coordinate the activities based on the 
needs, resources, and people available.  Activities will need to be within the scope of our capabilities as a 
congregation.  These activities will help us get to know one another as we work together to serve with the 
love of God. 
 

Examples could be helping with housecleaning or performing yard work or gutter 
cleaning for elderly or injured members or deployed military members.  It could be 
babysitting for military couples or moms with deployed spouses to have time to go 
shopping and go have brunch.  It could be preparing and delivering meals for someone having surgery,  
someone having a baby, someone grieving, or someone who no longer drives.  It could be helping someone 
move or working on landscaping or cleaning our beautiful church grounds.  
 

2 Corinthians 9:11-12 says "You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us 
will produce thanksgiving to God.  For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints 
but is also over flowing in many thanksgivings to God."  Once we get good at working together within our 
congregation, we can expand to service projects in the community such as preparing lunches for our      
homeless or helping elderly neighbors or friends with things around their homes.  We can put requests in the 
box on behalf of others in need.  The main thing is face to face love and kindness in service to Christ and His   
Kingdom.  
 

We can do this.  As with all service to God, we will receive greater blessings from serving than we have ever 
known possible.  That is the power and glory of our loving God being lived in us and through us.  Praise and 
honor Him!  Amen! 

that's the Spirit's work alone. But they do handle the 

Spirit's construction equipment, the gospel in Word 
and sacrament, through which the Spirit mortars people 
into God’s church. 

How Calloused are my hands?  How much have I sweated 
while building with the Lord? Is my partnership with 
him drudgery or privilege?  Is it a hobby in which to  
dabble at my leisure or some work that demands my 
best? Paul, a fellow builder with God, gives me an       
answer. He told the Corinthians, 'I will very gladly spend: 
for you everything I have and expend myself as 

well”   (2 Corinthians 12:15). I won't go wrong when I 
follow His example.  

Can I even imagine my joy when I finally stand in 
heaven at Jesus’ side, brought there by his grace? And 
what added joy when looking around, I can say in my 
heart, "I helped build that church.” 

Lord, thank you for cementing me into your 
church. Use me now to work on others. Amen. 
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Please join us for our annual Trunk or Treat in the school 

parking lot on Tuesday, October 30th at 5pm. This year we will have 

the usual chocolate and other assorted candies and some special 

“Treats”, that hopefully will  remind us of the church  season and our 

faith. Hope to see you there – in costume of course!   

Evangelism,   

Barbara  

 

 

 

 

     Sunday Mornings:  Following the 8:00 am service, please join us for fellowship with songs, birthday and anniversary 

celebrations and prayer in the Parish hall.  After the opening, the children precede to their classrooms for their Sunday 

school classes, which include pre-k through 12th grade.  The Adult’s gather in the Parish Hall for Bible Study, presently 

we are studying Luther’s Small Catechism.   In the future Parish Ed. is planning to resume the Young Adult Bible Study. 
  

         Tuesday evenings at 6 pm we have a New Members Class. Interested in becoming a member or would like to learn 

more about the Lutheran faith, please come be a part of this discussion group with Pastor Brynestad.  
 

         Wednesday evening’s at 6 pm we have the Life Group Bible Study which convenes twice a month @ Caulfield’s.  

The Life Group Bible Study is based on the preceding Sunday’s scripture readings.    

  

         Wednesday evenings at 7 pm we have a Bible Study @ Austin’s.  We will look into the Miracles that Jesus per-

formed while He was here on Earth.  This study is from Concordia Publishing House (CPH).  After that, we will determine 

what the group would like to study in depth. Paul Austin 
 

         Third Wednesday of the month we have Tea & Chat at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall with our Parish Nurse.  A devotion 

and a discussion on health topics that may be affecting you or someone you know.  

        Thursday afternoons at 1 pm we have a Bible Study @ Gilman’s.  We are presently studying the book of Acts, Luke 

the physician a disciple of Paul, first wrote the book of Luke while Jesus walked the earth, and After His Resurrection Luke 

wrote the book of Acts.  This is a very enjoyable and inspiring Bible Study 

 Other Fellowship Opportunities include:  Bread Breakers; Choir and Praise Group; Men’s Breakfast; LWML Women’s Fel-

lowship; Quilters; Out to Brunch Bunch, and Youth Group 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

   8:30 AM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

12:30 PM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

GYM WALK 8:15 TO 9:15 AM M-F 

MONDAYS 6 PM CUB SCOUTS 4506 

8 & 10:45 AM  

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

2 PM LIFE CHAIN 

LWML SUNDAY 

MITE BITE SUNDAY 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

12 PM VOTERS ASSEMBLY 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

5:15 PM BD OF CHRISTIAN 
ED 

 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM NEW MEMBER 
CLASS 

7 PM ELDERS 

9:30 AM  PARISH  NURSE 

 4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION 
#2   

 7 PM BIBLE STUDY @  
AUSTIN’S 

1 PM BIBLE STUDY @ 

 CHURCH PARISH HALL 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1 

8 AM MEN’S BREAKFAST 

@ PANCAKE HOUSE 

9:30 AM FALL RALLY @ 

PEACE  

1 PM BIBLE STUDY @ 

 GILMAN’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1 

 

 

COLUMBUS DAY 

8 am Monday Morning 
Workers 

9 am Quilters 

6 PM BOARD OF PARISH 
ED 

8 am Monday Morning 
Workers 

9 am Quilters 

 

8 am Monday Morning 
Workers 

9 AM QUILTERS 

 

LADIES OUT TO BRUNCH 
BUNCH @ PANERA BREAD 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE       
6 PM NEW MEMBER CLASS 

7 PM CHURCH COUNCIL 

5 PM  EVANGELISM BD. 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

7 PM  TRIVIA NIGHT  

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 

Volleyball           

Tournament 

8 AM  MEN’S FITNESS 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

PRACTICE                

Volleyball            

Tournament 

CHURCH & SCHOOL OFFICES  

CLOSED 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 

9:30 AM  PARISH NURSE                           
4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2   

6 PM LIFE GROUP BIBLE  
STUDY @ CAULFIELD’S                        
7 PM BIBLE STUDY                
@ AUSTIN’S 

9:30 AM  PARISH NURSE 

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2   

6 PM LIFE GROUP BIBLE  
STUDY @ CAULFIELD’S  

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @     
AUSTIN’S 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM NEW MEMBER CLASS 

5:30 PM TRUNK OR   
TREAT 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM NEW MEMBER CLASS 

NW TEACHER CONFERENCE        NO SCHOOL     CHILDCARE OPEN 

8 AM MEN’S FITNESS  
10 AM PRAISE GROUP 
PRACTICE                   
10 AM LADIES POLUCK 
BRUNCH 

9:30 AM  PARISH NURSE                       
9:30 AM TEA & CHAT 

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @     
AUSTIN’S 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

8 AM MEN’S FITNESS 

10 AM PRAISE 

GROUP PRACTICE 

1 PM BIBLE STUDY @ 

 GILMAN’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1 

Youth Sunday 

1 PM BIBLE STUDY @ 

 GILMAN’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1 

Good Samaritan Sunday 

9:30 AM  PARISH NURSE 

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2   

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @     
AUSTIN’S 


