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PRINTS OF PEACE 
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Our Mission: God’s family united to…, ...Preach God’s Word, ...Teach God’s Grace, ...Reach God’s 

Dear Saints at Peace, 

 Happy New Year…again!  Now we celebrate with the whole world the beginning of a 
new calendar year.  For the church, we are into our second month of the church year.  
The four weeks of Advent are past and we are now into the 12 days of Christmas.  On 
Sunday,   January 6th we will celebrate Epiphany or the “ah ha” moment of who this 
Christ child is and why he came.  Epiphany will continue until March 6th which is Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent 

Each New Year people have a tendency to do silly things like make New Year           
resolutions.  I believe it’s an effort to change something in one’s life which needs 
changing.  The year is over and now one gets a perceived new start to improve    
themselves.  People resolve to address personal vices.  Some may eat too much so 
they resolve to eat less and exercise more.  Maybe the goal is to control anger, or   
enjoy more quiet time or spend more    quality time with the family or go to church 
more often.  How long do these resolutions usually last?  Not very long. The problem 
is we cannot change our selfish nature. To change would require a new heart!  When 
the desired goal is not met two feelings appear...anger or despair.  There is only one 
who can change a heart and that one is the Lord Christ.  So, instead of making New 
Year resolutions try saying, “Lord, have mercy on me!” 

As we struggle with personal failings or the failings of others we might ask like the  
prophet Habakkuk asked of God, “How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do 
not listen?  Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?  Why do you make me 
look at injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrong?  Destruction and violence are before 
me; there is strife, and conflict abound.  Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice 
never prevails.  The   wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted…Your 
eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.  Why then do you       
tolerate the treacherous?  Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more 
righteous than themselves?” 

Habakkuk was looking at the injustice within the people of God.  He was questioning 
God and the fact that he couldn’t see God’s hand at work for those who trusted in 
Him.  Personally, could we be questioning God about his work in us?  “God, why don’t 
you fix my faults and shortcomings?  Where are you and what are you doing?  Things 
are so messed up!  What are you doing to fix them?” 

It’s interesting to hear God’s response to Habakkuk.  He says, “Look among the nations 
and see; wonder and be astounded.  For I am doing a work in your days that you 
would not believe if told.”  In that situation God was raising up an enemy to crush the 
oppressors and then was going to bring judgement on that very enemy.  Then he says, 
“If it (God’s action) seems slow, wait for it; it will not delay.”   

After hearing Gods Word, Habakkuk recounts who God is.  “His splendor covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.  His brightness was like the light; rays 
flashed from his hand; and there he vailed his power. Before him went pestilence, and 
plague followed at his heels.  He stood and measured the earth; he looked and 
spooked the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the everlasting hills 
sank low.  His were the everlasting ways...You stripped your sheath from your bow, 
calling for many arrows.  You split the earth with rivers.  The mountains saw you and 
writhed; the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth their voice; it lifted up its 
hands on high.  The sun and moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows 
as they sped, at the flash of your glittering spear.  You marched through the earth in 
fury; you threshed the nations in anger.  You went out for the salvation of your  
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“Go therefore and make    

disciples of all nations,      

baptizing them in the name  

of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit, “  

Matthew 28:19 

“ For by grace you have 

been saved through faith. 

And this is   

not your own doing;   

it is the gift of God, not a   

result of works, so that  

no one may boast.” 

 Eph. 2:8-9 
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 anointed.  You crushed the head of the wicked,  laying him bare from thigh to neck...I hear and my body trembles; 
my lips quiver at the  sound...yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.  God, the Lord, is 
my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on my high places.”  

As we look at the coming year we rejoice in our mighty God.  We rest in his care and continue to say, “Lord have 
mercy on me.”  For the righteous live by his faith and we continue to wait expectantly for it to happen. 

Excited for the coming year too, 

Pastor Brynestad 
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Elder’s Corner 

                            

 

It was pretty much a standard commute to Seattle. Slightly raining, a little cold, but not too bad. 

The only thing on my mind was a Venti Salted Caramel White Chocolate Mocha from Starbucks! I 

know what you are thinking “WOW, I have to try one of those” or “Have a little coffee with your  

sugar Wes”. You must try one. When I count the many blessings from God this is definitely one of 

them. When I walk off the ferry I make a beeline to the glorious Starbucks symbol in the sky as if it is the 

Batman logo flashing across the clouds. “I am needed at the coffee shop. I must go now!”.  I follow the 

other people, which is pretty much everyone in Seattle, toward the beckoning desire of the heart.  

Rounding the corner, it all changes. Sitting on a rolling torn office chair is a lady crying. No one stops by 

for her, no one even seems to see her, for they just head to the beckoning desire of their heart passing 

her into Starbucks. As I get closer I can see the pain in her eyes. Tears have formed a stream parting the 

lines of life’s struggles in her cheeks. I can hear her saying “Please, will someone help me get some 

food? I am so hungry”. I walk right towards her, slightly glance into her eyes, and like the others walk 

pass her into Starbucks. How many times have you seen someone in need but walked on by? I stood in 

line for what I called a blessing from God and watched this lady on the street as person after person 

walked by her. One person finally approached where she was but simply grabbed a newspaper from the 

stand behind her and walked on. At the cash register I order my drink, an extra drink, and grab some 

food from the counter. I may have entered Starbucks like the rest, but I did not follow them when they 

left. I walk up to her, hand her the food, and say “God bless you”. Her trembling hand reaches out    

shaking mine and for a second, a small light shines in her eyes, the tears slow, and she says, “Thank 

you”.  
 

In Luke 3:11 it says, “Whoever has two tunics is to share them with him who has none, and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.” In Proverbs 22:9 it says, “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he 

shares his bread with the poor.” 
 

It is so easy to follow the masses and walk right by the needs of others just like I did that day, 

but it is even easier to open your eyes and lift up the hearts of those in pain with a simple act 

of kindness. It may be feeding someone in need by giving to the food bank at church, clothing 

those that are cold by running a coat drive at your office, or helping your fellow members at church with 

whatever are their needs. Many people give during Christmas, but it is after December that the giving 

slows. Make your 2019 goal to help someone every month. Every act of kindness can spread, and your 

one act can inspire many to follow your lead. God calls us every day to assist others with something they 

need. I encourage you to seek out those that no one else sees and show them that they are seen and 

most importantly worthy of God’s love. 

 

In God's Service,  
Wes Peper 
Elder 

 

Elder’s Corne 
Blessed by Sight 

Prints of Peace 
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YOU TOOK MY PARKING PLACE AT CHURCH! 

 
One day, a man went to visit a church. He got there early, parked his car and got out. Another car pulled 

up near him. The driver got out and said, 'I always park there! You took my place!' 

 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the 

church approached him and stated, 'That's my seat! You took my place!' The visitor was somewhat        

distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing.  After Sunday school, the visitor went into the        

sanctuary and sat down. Another member walked up to him and said, 'That's where I always sit! You took 

my place!' 

 

The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still He said nothing. 

 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood up, and his        

appearance began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. 

Someone from the congregation noticed him and called out, 'What happened to you?' 

 

The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye, 'I took your place.' 

 

When you reed this, say a prayer. This is a very powerful reminder that the baby we celebrate, took our 

place and died that we can have the gift of eternal life.   

 
 

       

  

God Can Use You 
 

The next time you feel like God can't use you, just remember . . . NOAH was a drunk.... 
ABRAHAM was too old... ISAAC was a daydreamer... JACOB was a liar... LEAH was ugly... 
JOSEPH was abused... MOSES had a stuttering problem... GIDEON was afraid... SAMPSON 
had long hair, and was a womanizer! RAHAB was a prostitute! JEREMIAH and TIMOTHY 
were too young... DAVID had an affair and was a murderer... ELIJAH was suicidal... ISAIAH 
preached naked... JONAH ran from God... NAOMI was a widow... JOB went bankrupt... 
JOHN the Baptist ate bugs... PETER denied Christ... The Disciples fell asleep while praying... 
MARTHA worried about everything... MARY MAGDALENE was, well, you know ... The        
SAMARITAN WOMAN was divorced....more than once!! ZACCHEUS was too small... PAUL 
was too religious... TIMOTHY had an ulcer.... AND LAZARUS WAS DEAD!!!! . . . no more   
excuses now. God's waiting to use your full potential. Besides, you aren't the message, you 
are just the messenger. 
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The Lord said to Moses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     It is no secret that God calls us to be generous with the gifts He has given us. Throughout the Bible, we 

read that just as God has generously given to us, so are we to give generously one to another. As Jesus said, 

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35) and “Be 

merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).  

     But God also calls us to give to Him. And He, who does all things well, presses it into service for the benefit 

of all the people of God. See for example what God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, after he and the people 

were safely brought out of Egypt across the Red Sea on dry land: 
 

          The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every       

man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. And this is the contribution that 

you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined 

linen, goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, goatskins, [a] acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the 

anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the 

breastpiece. And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you 

concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9) 
 

     Notice in verse two that the Lord instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to “take for me a contribution” and 

that from everyone motivated from gratitude for what God has just accomplished and given to them, Moses 

is to gather up “the contribution for me.” 

     Pay attention, though, why the Lord wants the people of Israel to gather up these contributions for Him. 

God tells Moses precisely why: “let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” The purpose 

for the contribution of the Israelites was so that He may dwell with them, that He would live among them. 

Through the tabernacle and the priesthood, through their rites and ceremonies, through their feasts and    

festivals, as through means, the Lord God, who brought them out of the bondage of Egypt would live and 

dwell among them and be their God, and lead them into the promised land, which flowed with milk and    

honey.  

     God dwells among us still. In the fullness of time, God’s son was born of woman, born under the law to  

redeem those under the law. He brought us out of bondage to sin, death, the devil, and Hell, and He did this 

by His obedient suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension. But He is not gone. He dwells with us 

through the means of His Word and His sacraments, through the preaching and the teaching of our pastors, 

through the rites and ceremonies of our liturgy. He dwells with us in the Church through those means. And 

He is leading us to the true promised land, to the new heavens and the new earth in the new creation.  

     In the meantime, as God, even now, continues to call us to give to Him, let us, who have been saved from 

slavery to sin and death, the devil and hell, be so moved in our hearts as to give gen-

erously to Him so that the means of grace, the means of His gracious dwelling among 

us, would continue now and into the future. For just as He did then so does He do 

now. He presses the gifts given to Him into service for the benefit of all His people. He 

puts it to use so that we may have Him with us always, even unto the end of the age. 

Prints of Peace 
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 We have had a truly exciting year full of many adventures in Cub Scouts. We have a few more exciting events 

coming up as we wind down this year and get ready for the next year. 
 

 We have made Christmas cards and have been practicing our carols for our upcoming annual trip to Crista Shores 
to bring some holiday cheer to the residents there. We are performing our carols Monday December 16th at Crista Shores 
at 6pm. We have also been busy collecting food and small non food items to support Peace’s Backpack Brigade. Our AOL 

scouts have been helping to direct this for one of their Service Projects. 
 

 The AOL scouts have completed their Earth Rocks elective and they have made Christmas ornaments. They are 
currently working on their “Fix It” elective which consists of various repair jobs around the home and home safety aware-

ness. They are preparing for their crossover ceremony into Boy Scouts on January 28th at Peace Lutheran Church.  
 

 Webelos den has been hard at work finishing up some of their requirements. We had a first responder come and 
teach us about CPR and other basic life saving skills. We have started to work on our Duty to God requirement and are 

learning what it means to be reverent.  
 

 Our Bears den has been learning how to build things. They have built toolboxes and robots. 
 

 The Tigers learned about the sights and sounds of nature around their homes. They made bird houses to help 

some of nature’s friends. They also shared information on healthy snack choices and sampled some healthy snacks. 
 

 We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
Best Leftover Cranberry Sauce Muffins 
Servings: 12 · From www.allrecipes.com 

 
  

INGREDIENTS 

1/2 cup milk 
1/3 cup olive oil 
1 1/4 cups leftover cranberry sauce 
1/3 cup brown sugar, or more to taste 
1 egg 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 cup oatmeal 
1/4 cup chopped pecans, or to taste 
 

 

Directions 

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F (200 
degrees C). Grease a 12-cup muffin tin 
or line cups with paper liners. 

Combine milk, olive oil, leftover cranberry 
sauce, brown sugar, and egg in a bowl 
and mix together using an electric 
mixer. Mix in baking powder, baking 
soda, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg. 
Gradually add flour and oatmeal and 
mix everything into a smooth batter. 

Spoon batter into the prepared muffin 
cups, filling each 3/4 full. Sprinkle with 
chopped pecans. 

Bake in the preheated oven until tops 
spring back when lightly pressed, 
about 21 minutes. Cool in the tin for 
10 minutes. Transfer to a wire rack to 
cool completely. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

   8:30 AM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

12:30 PM SCHOOL CHAPEL 
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

5:15 PM BD OF CHRISTIAN 
ED 

7 PM ELDERS 

 9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

  

                               

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

8 AM MEN’S BREAKFAST 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

9:30 AM CALL MEETING 

MITE BITE SUNDAY 

9:30 AM Ladies Out To 
Brunch Bunch @    
Panera Bread 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

7 PM CHURCH COUNCIL 

1 PM  BIBLE STUDY            
@  GILMAN’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

10 AM LADIES POTLUCK 

BRUNCH 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

12 PM VOTERS ASSEMBLY 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.DAY 

CHURCH & SCHOOL ARE            
CLOSED 

5 PM  EVANGELISM BD 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

1 PM Bible Study       
@  Gilman’s 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

 

Birthday Celebration 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE  TEA  & CHAT 

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION 
#2 

7 PM BD. OF PARISH ED. 

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @ AUS-
TIN’S                                           

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2 

6 PM LIFE GROUP BIBLE  
STUDY @ CAULFIELD’S                         

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @ AUS-
TIN’S                                           

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION 
#2 

6 PM LIFE GROUP BIBLE  
STUDY @ CAULFIELD’S                         

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @ AUS-
TIN’S                                           

9 AM REMOVE CHRISTMAS 

DECORATIONS 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

8:15 GYM WALK M-F 

6 PM CUB SCOUTS ON MONDAYS 

 

1 PM Bible Study       
@  Gilman’s 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

1 PM Bible Study       
@  Gilman’s 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION 
#2 

7 PM BIBLE STUDY @ AUS-
TIN’S                                           

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

 Good Samaritan 

Youth Sunday 


