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Special points of interest: 
 

 This year Peace will             
focus...  

 As Christians, we accept...  

 But there’s more... 

 Every year at this time,... 

 Our AOL Scouts have... 

Inside this issue: 

March 2016 

P E A C E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  A N D  S C H O O L  

Prints of  Peace 

Our Mission:  God’s family united to…, ...Preach God’s Word, ...Teach God’s Grace, ...Reach God’s 

Dear Saints gathered at Peace, 

As the year keeps rolling along we realize we are entering into the season of 
Lent.  We had the 12 days of Christmas followed by the season of Epiphany.   
In the 70’s Epiphany was extended to the Sunday before Ash Wednesday.  
Ash Wednesday is considered to be the beginning of Lent.  As the church year 
developed, there was a controversy over the timing of Easter.  In the year 325, 
the Council of Nicaea decreed that Easter would be celebrated on the 1st   
Sunday after the 1st full moon on or after the spring equinox, or one week later 
if the full moon fell on a Sunday.  From the early days of the church, Easter 
was preceded by a period of preparation called Lent.  The custom of fasting 
during this time began at an early date, but the length of the fast varied.  Finally 
the fast was extended to 40 days, after the analogy of the period of the Lord’s 
temptation in Matthew 4:2.  The season of preparation for Easter closed with 
Holy Week.  Wednesday of Holy Week was formally called Spy Wednesday by 
some based on the work of Judas in preparation for betraying Jesus.  Maundy 
Thursday commemorated the institution of the Lord’s Supper with Good Friday 
being a day of great sorrow. 

Lutherans have traditionally followed the 40 days of Lent with midweek        
services, a dinner (of course) and some sort of series calling the church to    
repentance.  This year Peace will focus on letters written to seven churches 
who were doing fantastic ministry but were blind in their own specific area.  
Each letter reveals what will happen if one doesn’t repent of the preceding sin 
with the last sin causing the church to be spit out of the Lords mouth.  But each 
letter is written from a position of assumed repentance.  Without God’s mirror 
revealing these blind spots, the churches couldn’t see the glorified Lord Christ.  

Our series is based on Revelation 2:1-3:22.  Each week focuses on one       
ancient city, its unique challenges, Christ’s call to “hold on to what you have,” 
and how this message still applies today.  We will see how we still need Jesus 
Christ to do what we are unable to do.  

Week one – The Church in Ephesus – Lost their first love which leads to 

Week two – The Church in Smyrna –  fear, which leads to 

Week three – The Church in Pergamum – idolatry, which leads to 

Week four – The Church in Thyatira – the teaching of Jezebel, which leads to 

Week five – The Church in Sardis – deadness of heart, which leads to 

Week six – The Church in Philadelphia – loss of brotherly love, which leads to 

Week seven – The Church in Laodicea – being lukewarm and being spit out of God’s 
mouth 
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It is interesting to see that the very next chapter in Revelation is a vision of the throne room in heaven.  John 
is told the “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this” or after repentance.  God 
opens heaven to the church after repentance!  We know that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
With repentance comes revelation of the Holy things of God. 

During this time of Lent continue to walk humbly before your God and watch what happens! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Brynestad 

Continued from page 1 

 

The “Why” 
 
A year or two ago, I did an Elder’s letter about the eternal conflict between the Law and the Gospel.  When I 
finished it, and clicked the “Send” button, I immediately gave myself a face-palm slap and thought, “What am 
I doing? Professional theologians have been hashing this out for centuries…and I, a simple layman, am trying 
to shed light on it in a couple of paragraphs?”  But, proving that one does not necessarily get wiser with age, I 
will try to tackle another one: Do life events…especially those that are bad, tragic, or shocking, happen for a 
reason?  
 

The whole “everything happens for a reason” idea has at least some of its roots in Romans 8:28: 
           “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who  
             have been called according to his purpose.” 
 

For the most part, I’ll admit I’ve gotten off pretty easy in life so far.  I’ve not experienced war in any way. No 
divorces.  One unexpected family death.  No layoffs. No extended illnesses ending in death.  No sudden or 
violent tragedies, like an auto accident or crime.  And I’ve never had to worry too much about where my next 
meal was coming from.  With the “everything happens for a reason” thing whispering in my ear, I’ll   admit to 
the occasional thought – right or wrong – that I’m somehow “due” for some kind of comeuppance in my life. 
 

As Christians, we accept that God can do pretty much whatever He wants with our lives, whenever He feels 
it’s necessary. We know that we are to “keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour”   
(Matthew 25:13), and that His works are beyond all of our human understanding. Several verses in the Bible 
tell us that He wants us to have lives of prosperity, peace, and contentment.  But He can also allow tragedies 
to come into our lives.  He is God, after all.  He can allow a miserable situation to continue.  Or He can steer 
us clear of a bad situation, without us having the slightest awareness of His intervention.   
 

How and why He chooses a particular course of action in our lives is probably too big an issue to tackle here, 
and is probably best left to those biblical professionals.  In saying that, I may be “copping out” a bit here.  But 
God allows, or prevents, situations in our lives - deaths and other tragedies, loss of a job, the family we were 
born into, the town in which we live, the skill sets, the talents, and gifts we possess - as a part of His divine 
blueprint for our success.  We will always complain about the uncontrollable events in our lives, and the frail 
human spirit in us will always demand to know “Why?”.  Regardless of the “reason”, maybe the “why” is not 
so important, so much as how we let the Holy Spirit into our lives to deal with it.  The Holy Spirit will power 
us in any situation that we’re in, no matter how frightening or shocking it may be.  For those who love and 
fear God, everything will ultimately work for them to obtain the good and beneficial things in our lives. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Ross  
Board of Elders 
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 GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD  

Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of God’s providential care. We understand that we’re not   
islands unto ourselves. We could not exist without those who have gone before us and those who walk along-
side us. God has given us forefathers in family, country, and faith. We are recipients of what God worked 
through them. We know God provides for our well-being through these means. 
 

He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But more than that, God created and gave us all the things 
those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for milking, the steers 
for  grilling. He gave each of those things for our nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating and instil-
ling in those things their taste, their nutritional value, etc., we would not exist. 
 

God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments, and, of 
course, He gave us everything to make those medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those things the 
properties to be utilized for those purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing properties into those 
things – and without God creating the ability within man to learn this and implement it to serve our medical 
needs – we would not enjoy the health we do now. 
 

But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and provides for the necessities of life 
through the labor of our hands:  
 

“Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, 
and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for      
setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to teach, both him and   
Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34) 
 

And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands, and attached to hands are arms with 
strength. He created us with minds to make those arms and hands move and accomplish the work set before us. 
And with that mind, He has given us reason and senses.  
 

That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before we 
press those arms and hands into labor. It allows us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead 
of having to experience every situation personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes, as well as from the 
accomplishments, of ourselves and others. This can be done for our entire body, all our skills and talents, every-
thing that makes us … us.  
 

So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First Article of 
the Creed when we say that we “believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” 
 

But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more articles that deal with God’s provision for 
our spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to die and be raised on the third day for our justification. He delivers 
that   justification through the means of grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and the Lord’s Sup-
per). And to give you those means of grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally everything we have 
and everything we are in this life – and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God. 
 

And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about — giving thanks for 
God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a feeling in 
our hearts. 
 

It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out through the mouth in praise 
for God’s gifts and in love and charity through the hands to our neighbors in family, country, and church. 
 

“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16). 
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gifts — for everything we have and everything we are. Do this not 

only in word but also in deed. 
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This trimester Mrs. Gierke’s Third Graders have been learning about many wonderful things!  We just 
finished up our STREAM Fair activities in which we experimented with building satellites, launching them and 
finishing with building a lunar rover.  We learned that working with others in a collaborative manner was not 
always easy, and we had to try to communicate effectively to relay ideas to our group.   

Every year at this time, we make ready our salmon tank and our class impatiently awaits the arrival of 
salmon eggs.  This year, Mrs. Gierke’s husband, Bruce went to Suquamish to pick up the eggs at the       
hatchery!  We put them right into the egg tray in our salmon tank!  In about 21 days they were finally 
starting to hatch.  It's always a thrilling event to watch the salmon eggs hatch and wiggle down to hide in the 
gravel.  Last fall we enjoyed traveling to Chico Creek to watch the spawning salmon migrate up the creek.  
We do this every year and it is always exciting for my class to watch God’s creations do this miraculous      
migration!  We look forward to saying good-bye to our baby salmon on March 27th.  On that day, we will be 
placing them into Clear Creek, testing the stream water for oxygen and checking the health of the stream by 
looking for the right kind of stream bugs for our salmon to eat.  From there, they will travel to the estuary, 
Strait of Juan de Fuca, and finally into the Pacific Ocean.  They will head to Alaska to eat and grow.  Then, in 
two years our Chum Salmon will be returning to Clear Creek!  “We are doing something ‘EX-STREAM-LY’  
phenomenal for our community,” is what my Third Grader’s always say!  And so our salmon tradition goes 
on…. 

My class and I pray that your year will be rich with blessings! 

     God bless you all, 

     Mrs. Gierke and the Third Grade Class 

Pack 4506 News 

Our AOL Scouts have crossed over into Boy Scouts this last month and we are all proud of all their        

achievements. Our meetings have been hindered by the winter weather that we have been experiencing over 

the last couple of weeks. Our Scout Sunday and Blue and Gold celebrations have been postponed due to the 

weather and we look forward to those at a later date.  

We are gearing up for our annual Pinewood Derby on March 2nd  at 10am at Peace Lutheran, and we are    

excited to see all of the cars the scouts have been working on. 

The Tigers are going to start working on Duty to God, Service, and Being Good Knights coming up at their next 

meeting. The Bears have been working on Marble Madness. They learned all about the history of marbles, 

how to play marbles, and they made a changeable marble maze. The Webelo’s have been practicing the 

Scout Oath in ASL at home while they wait for their next meeting. We are eager to get back to our meetings 

and finish the year off strong. 
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BLUEBERRY CREAM CHEESE DESSERT 
 

CRUST: 

1 cup chopped pecans 

1/2 cup butter, melted 

1 cup flour 

Optional:  use a graham cracker crust 

FILLING: 

8 ounces cream cheese, softened 

1 cup powdered sugar 

8 ounces Cool Whip 

TOPPING: 

4 cups blueberries, fresh or frozen 

1 cup sugar, divided 

3 tablespoons cornstarch 

1/4 cup water 

Instructions 

Combine crust ingredients; spread in a 9 x 13-inch pan and cook for 15 minutes at 350 F. Cool. 

Cream together the cream cheese and powdered sugar. Fold in Cool Whip. 

Spread over cooled crust. 

Combine 1/2 cup sugar and cornstarch in a saucepan. Add water then 2 cups of the blueberries. 
Cook over medium heat. stirring constantly, until thickened and translucent. Crush some of the 
blueberries as they cook. 

Remove from heat and add remaining sugar and blueberries. Cool. Spread over cream cheese   
filling and chill. 

Serving Size: 12 

 

Pour yourself a cup of coffee, etc..  Sit back relax and enjoy.               

Yummy with a scoop of ice cream! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

   8:30 AM SCHOOL CHAPEL 

12:30 PM SCHOOL CHAPEL PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

8:15 GYM WALK M-F 

6 PM CUB SCOUTS ON MONDAYS 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

12:30 PM CHILI COOK_OFF 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

10 AM LADIES POTLUCK 

BRUNCH 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

 

10 AM PRAISE GROUP 

 

8 AM  MEN’S BREAKFAST 

10 AM  PRAISE GROUP 

10 AM  CHURCH             

             IMPROVEMENT 

MITE BITE SUNDAY 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

4:15 PM BD OF CHRISTIAN 
ED 

 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

7 PM ELDERS 
9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2 

5:30 PM CONG. LENTEN MEAL 

6:30 PM  ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE 

Ash Wednesday 
1 PM  BIBLE STUDY            
@  SCHADT’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation  
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

1 PM  BIBLE STUDY            
@  SCHADT’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation  
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

K– 8 NO SCHOOL 

SCRIP ORDERS DUE 

PARENT TEACHER CONFER 

 

SPRING FORWARD 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

Birthday Celebration 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

8 AM MONDAY MORNING 
WORKERS 

9 AM QUILTERS 

COURT OF HONOR BOY 
SCOUTS 

9:30 AM Ladies Out To 
Brunch Bunch  @  
Panera Bread 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

7 PM COUNCIL 

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION  
#2 

5:30 PM CONG. LENTEN 
MEAL 

6:30 PM  LENTEN SERVICE 

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE  TEA & CHAT 

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION  
#2 

5:30 PM CONG. LENTEN 
MEAL 

6:30 PM  LENTEN SERVICE 

9:30 –11:30 AM PARISH 
NURSE   

4:30 PM  CONFIRMATION #2 

5:30 PM CONG. LENTEN 
MEAL 

6:30 PM  LENTEN SERVICE 

1 PM Bible Study       
@  SCHADT’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

1 PM Bible Study       
@  SCHADT’S 

4:45 pm Confirmation 
#1                                    

7 PM  Bible Study @ 
VanBuskirk’s 

7 PM MEN’S GAME 
NIGHT @ BOUMA’S 

5 PM BD. OF EVANGELISM 

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

7 PM  TRIVIA NIGHT  

6 PM CHOIR PRACTICE 

Youth Sunday 

St. Patrick’s Day 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

12 pm Special Voter’s 
meeting 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 

8 & 10:45 AM 

WORSHIP W/COM. 

9:30 AM EDUCATION HOUR 

 Good Samaritan 


